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On July 25 in commemoration of the 93rd 
anniversary of the yanki invasion of Puerto Rico, 
demonstrations were held in eleven cities 
throughout the United States to demand the 
freedom of the Puerto Rican Political Prisoners 
and Prisoners of War. The main purpose of these 
demonstrations was to protest the United States’ 
presence and domination in Puerto Rico and to 


demand the uncon- 
ditionalrelease ofthe 
Puerto Rican Politi- 
cal Prisoners and 
Prisoners of War; an 
end to the legal pro- 
ceedings in Hartford 
against those who 
were arrested on Au- 
gust 30, 1985; and 
amnesty for the 
comrades in clandes- 
tinity and/or in exile 
so that they can pub- 
licly participate in the 
struggle for national 
liberation. 

In downtown 
Chicago about 150 
persons participated 
in a militant picket in 
front of the Federal 
Building. A civil dis- 
obedience action 
took place. Seven- 
teenpersonsinvaded 


the security of the building, entered the offices of city. 
the FBI on the 9th floor and held a demonstration 
in the waiting area of the offices. Many comrades 
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struggle with more 
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The Resolution arrestoos will ap- 
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—Luis Nieves Falcón 9:30 a.m. before 
The resolution of the Decolonization Committee | the U.S. Magis- 
on Puerto Rico in this year o! 1991 has asits base the | trate, 24th floor, 
principle of consensus. This becomes settled, atleast | Dirksen Federal 
on this occasion, in two essential premises. Firstly, 
thegovernments that promote the resolution implicitly Building, 219 S. 
recognize the principal ES partiesasthegenuine | Dearborn. 
expression of the of Puerto Rico. pond d In Philadelphia, 
is accepted that all ideological principle is negoti Hartford, 


inorderto achieve a resolution that obtains, preferen- 

tially, baht pth seal or greater than that of the year 

Pene A ee some of the implications of this mode 
inking. 
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Rico is a colony that has not exercised its right to self 
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were able to enter the offices where they raised sponsor the demonstration. 


the same demands as the demonstrators outside, 
As a result, 11 comrades were arrested (María 


Radica 


Puertorriqueño (MLN) 


Sánchez, Irma Romero, Lourdes Lugo, José 
Hernández, Rafael Marrero, Scott Brinkman, 
Russell Brinkman, Susan McNish, Julie Mahmet, 
Mike Hannan and Mary Taylor) and some were 
physically mistreated and attacked by FBI agents. 
Bob Long, spokesperson for the FBI, commented 
to one of his colleagues “This is the same as 
1969," where various independentists were hand- 


cuffed after a 


Patterson, NJ, 
Springfield, MA 
and Minneapolis, 
pickets were held 
in front of the re- 
spective federal 
buildings. In Hart- 
ford and Philadel- 
phia an estimated 
forty persons 
marched in each 


‘In Hartford, a coalition of independentists and 
progressive organizations was formedto help and 


In New York, more than 200 persons demon- 
strated in front of the Federal Building in Lower 


(See page 2) 
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From Clandestinity— 
Ojeda Ríos and 
Colón Osorio Speak 

From somewhere in Puerto Rico—On -- 
Tuesday, August 27, Channel 11: presented: 


aninterview with Puerto Rican Patriots Filiberto 
Ríos and Luis Alfredo Colón Osorio. 


‘Sanchez in an undisclosed location. The two 
compañeros reintegrated themselves with the 
revolutionary clandestine struggle on: Sep- 
tember: 23, 1990; the: date commemorating 
the Grito de Lares. Rafael Cancel Miranda, 
Nationalist Hero, read the communique issued 
by the EPB-Macheteros: wherein: the’ two 
publicly stated their decision. 

lis important to note that the interview 
coincided with. the sixth anniversary ot the 
arrests of these and other independentists 
accused of being members of Los 
Macheteros, an armed clandestine organi- 
zation, and also of participating in the $7.5 
million Wells Fargo expropriation in Hartford, 
CT. Some have called these arrests the 
second invasion of Puerto Rico by the US.— 
more than 500 FBI agents and local police 
officials participated: Dozens of homes and 
businesses on the island were illegally raided, 

As a result of the interview, the FBI has. 


subpoenaed: Channel 11 and reporter Daisy 


Sánchez to appear before a grand jury on 
September 25. Daisy Sánchez will base her. 
defense on the First Amendment of the U.S. 
Constitution. Channel 11 and Daisy Sánchez 
have received widespread support for their 
stand from journalists as well as other mem- 
bers of the news media on the island. 














In The U.S.: 
Albizu Campos 
Centennial 
Celebration 
Under Way 
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determination. For that reason, the 
governor of Puerto Rico secretly re- 
alized efforts in favorof the resolution 
which includes elements of his own 
political strategy in Puerto Rico, as in 
the question ofthe language. It is for 
this reason, aswell, that the statehood 
roponents publicly assume the de- 
lense of the resolution and condemn 
the colonialist position of the US with 
respect to Puerto Rico. The resolu- 
tion has been adequate to include 
elements of its political strate, 
the island, as with the recognition of 
the efforts of the presumed ally, 
President Bush in favor of the self 
determination of Puerto Rico, and, at 
the same time, there is a subtle 
criticism of the US Congress which 
so severely treated the statehood 
formula in the past hearings on the 
plebiscite. The independentists, fi- 
nally, achieve an expression on the 
participation of Puerto Rico jn inter- 
national events and the confirmation 
of Puerto Rico to exercise its right to 
self determination and indepen- 
dence. 

The consideration of the Puerto 
Rican political parties as genuine 
representatives of the expression of 
the people of Puerto Rico is a posi- 
tion identical to that which the Con- 
gress of the US assumes, the maxi- 
mum colonial authority on the island. 
This conduct of the lonization 
Committee, the same as that of the 
Congress ofthe US has thereforethe 
real exclusion of the live forces of the 
country according to the expressed 
opinions of civic, cultural and com- 
muni Mom. They areforces 
to which the sponsors of the resolu- 
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Federal Building protest the continued United States occupation of Puerto Rico and express their solidarity with 
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tion are disposed to listen, but not to 
take into consideration. This is due 
tothe fact that the positions of these 
organizations are less conservative, 
are more in the vanguard, and, in 
essence are recuperative represen- 
tative forces of a revolutionary con- 
sensus that is placed in fundamental 
opposition to the traditionalist parties. 
As a result what predominates in the 
resolution isa position with areformist 
edge which helps to explain the total 
exclusion of said resolution from 
some of the clamor of the majority of 
the deponents, including the political 
parties in favor of the excarceration 
of the Puerto Rican political prison- 
ers and of the cessation of cruel, 
inhuman and degrading treatment 
that the patriots receive in the 
northamerican prisons. 

dition Ee z principle in A 

lo! am le in 

sition of absolute no ule 
the DOM goal is to obtain a 
resolution. For that reason, the po- 
litical prisoners are omitted. Their 
mention affects the sensitivity of some 
possible sponsor who could consider 
said there as too strong an attack on 
theUS. As id 
of possibilities, real or not, is con- 
verted into a self-inhibiting element 
that hides a significant part of the 
colonial tragedy of Puerto Rico. The 
Situation, nevertheless, does not stop 
there. The clause on the language 
was in ion for complete elimi- 
nation if some possible sponsor 
presented objections. Luckily the 
Concrete objection only required the 
elimination of the concept of reatfir- 
mation of the Latin American identity 





of Puerto Rico. And, it was eliminated 
to satisfy the consensus. Likewise, 
an exhortation tothe Congress ofthe 
US was changed for an expression 
of confidence that said ly would 
initiate a decolonization process for 
Puerto Rico in tune with principles of 
international law. Maximum contra- 
diction that obliges us to trust in the 
absolute colonial authority of a body 
that traditionally has refused to take 
any initiative which propitiates a 
cess of self determination for 
uerto Rico. All of which is ignoredto 
satisfy the consensus. 
total result is a hybrid reso- 
lution that lacks character and un- 
fortunately, converts the opinion is- 
sued the Decolonization Com- 
mittee into a mixture similar to that 
which routinely we have related to 
that political implant that is known as 
the Free Associated State. Thus, it 


Seems that the Special Committee 
has free-associated. 






















GET WELL SooN 
MARGARET PowEn! 


La Patria Radical 

wishes you a speedy 

recovery from your 
recent operation. 


the Puerto Rican independence movement and the Puerto Rican Political Prisoners and Prisoners of War. 


Solidarity 
Cornier of the 


were read by Monique Van Gish ofthe Prairie Fire Organizing Committee, Agnes- 
Committee for Puerto Rican Self-Determination, a representative of the North East 


Tamara 


Coalition to Stop U.S. Intervention in the Middle East, and Marta Rodríguez from the National Committee to Free 
Puerto Rican Prisoners of War. Thepicket was co-sponsored by the Puerto Rican Civil Rights Committee of Boston, 
All Peoples Congress, Workers World and the Myriam López Pérez Puerto Rican Women's Committee. 


We are reproducing the statement of the National Committee to Free Puerto Rican Prisoners of War. 


On behalf of the National Com- 
mittee to Free Puerto Rican Prison- 
ers of War | want to thank you for 
attending this demonstration. We 
are all here because we wantto send 
acrystal clear message to the United 
States Government—and that is that 
in spite of its murdering sprees in 
iraq, Panama, and Granada the 
struggle against colonialism and other 
forms of slavery is alive and well. 
The Puerto Rican Nation remains as 
a living, breathing, creative, and a 
defiant force in that struggle. We will 
not relent until we have built a politi- 
cal and social order-where we can 
relate to each other as free peoples, 
and wherethere is no room for geno- 
cide, economic injustice, or military 
aggression. 

On July 25, 1898, the United 
States government bombed andshot 
its way into. Puerto Rico without so 
much as a “by your leave.” Since 
then, we have been denied the right 
to our own currency, to decide upon 
our immigration laws, to control:our 
natural resources, to conduct ourown 
defense, to shape our international 
policy.... In short, we have been 
denied the right to run our lives. 

Since the invasion, the United 
States has continuously sought our 
nation's destruction so that their con- 
trol over Puerto Rico will be left 
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unchallenged. This explains the re- 
moval of over 3 million of our citizens 
from our soil, the sterilization of one- 
third of our women, the use of our 
people as guinea pigs in experiments 
with dangerous drugs, the destruc- 
tion of our environment and natural 
resources through the use of Agent 
Orange, mercury, and other toxic 
substances, the incarceration, tor- 
ture, and murder of pro indepen- 
dence activists... As a matter of fact, 
today is the 13th anniversary of the 
murders of two young indepen- 
dentistas at the hands of the colonial 
police in Cerro Maravilla. Their 
murders were planned by none other 
than the FBI. . There is no greater 
violence than the denial of self-de- 
termination to a people. There is no 
greater terrorism than genocide. 
When it comes to Puerto Rico, the 
United States is guilty on both counts. 

Fortunately, our nation is persis- 
tent in herquest for freedom. Noone 
exemplifies that persistence better 
than our Prisoners of War and Political 
Prisoners. At present, there are 16 
Puerto Rican patriots in US jails for 
actions related to our liberation 
struggle. Of these, 13 have assumed 
the position of Prisoners of War. 
There are 9 other independentistas 
awaiting trial in Hartford, CT. The US 
government portrays them as terror- 


ists, but they are no more terrorist 
than those Irish citizens who resist 
against the British occupation of their 
homeland, or those who resisted 
against the crimes of the Nazis in 
Europe. We admire and respect 
these comrades for putting their lives 
on the line to win our freedom and 
survival. 

The world is becoming more 
aware of our colonial reality. In 1972, 
the U.N. Decolonization Committee 
issueda resolution supporting Puerto 
Rico's right to self-determination. In 
November of 1990, a tribunal con- 
sisting of human rights activists from 
around the world indicted the United 
States for crimes of colonialism and 
genocide against Puerto Rico and 
other colonized peoples within the 
US borders. At this very moment, 
demonstrations of this nature are 
being held in ten US cities, in Japan, 
Okinawa, and in 12 cities throughout 
Europe. 

We urge North Americans and 
colonized peoples in this country to 
join us in our Offensive 1992—an 
international campaign aimed at se- 
curing the release of our Prisoners of 
War and Political Prisoners, as well 
as unconditional amnesty for our 
patriots in exile and the clandestine 
movement. 
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| Martorell In Chicago 
In Commemoration 
of August 30 Arrests 


On Friday, August 
30th, Antonio Martorell, 
re-knowned Puerto 

«Rican master of Graphic 
Arts, visited Chicago: 
and spoke on the devel- 
opment of Graphic Arts 
inPuertoRicoattheRuiz 
Belvis Cultural Center. 
The: conference was 
sponsored by. the 
'ensamiento Crítico: 
Collective and com- 
memorated the sixth 
annive: of the Au- 
gust 30, 1985 arrests: 

More than 100 per- 
sons from both the po- 
litical and cultural sec- 
tors of the city attended. 








Congratulations 
to companeros 
Marcos Vilar and 
Nydia Rivera, on 
the birth of their. 
beautiful daugh- 
ter, Zulma Isabel; 
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Manhattan. The demonstrators 
raised their fists in solidarity with our 
incarcerated patriots and with the 
independence of Puerto Rico. De- 
spite the harassment by police and 
the video camera filming on the third 
floor, the demonstrators continued 
their militant acts, asthey carried and 
waved the Puerto Rican flag. 

From a distance banners with 
political messages and people 
wearing tee-shirts of Dr. Pedro Albizu 
Campos could be seen. The picket 
was held for more than two hours in 
light rain and then people marched 
through the communities of Lower 
Manhattantoward Tompkins Square 
Park, where they paralyzed traffic 
and morethan75 policeofficers were 
waiting in line formation. 

The main speakers were Julio 
Rosado Ayala of the MLN, Nelson 
Ramirez of the National Affirmation 
Committee, and Frank Velgara ofthe 
US-Puerto Rico Solidarity Network. 
Julio Rosado spoke on the impor- 
tance of the mobilization to Wash- 
ington, DC-on October 12 which at 
this moment deserves priority tor all 
independentists and for all progres- 
sive and anticolonist peoples. 

The demonstration was spon- 
sored by the Steering Committee for 
the March on October 12, which 
consists of various independentists 
and progressive organizations. 
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Many Thanks!!! 
$10,000 Raised— 
$6,000 
Remaining!! 


Chicago, IL—On Saturday, August 17, hundreds of resi- 
dents from the West Town/Humboldt Park community partici- 
pated in the People's Mini-Fest sponsored by the Juan Antonio 
Corretjer Puerto Rican Cultural Center. This successful event 
included authentic Puerto Rican cuisine, live music, dance 
contests, poetry readings, a skateboard contest and other 
entertainment for all ages. 

The Mini-Fest was part of a series of fundraising activities 
sponsored by the Juan Antonio Corretjer Puerto Rican Cultural 
Center to raise $16,000.00 to defray the expense for a new 
heating system, which the City of Chicago demands that the 
Center install before the winter season. Without this new 
heating system, the Center would not be able to operate and 
continue its community programs. These include, among 
others, a licensed day care center, an alternative high school, an 
adult learner program, an alternative AIDS clinic and the library 
containing the largest private collection of Puerto Rican books, 
art and artifacts. 

Thanks to the cooperation and the generosity of its commu- 
nity residents during the street collections, the sale of shish-ka- 
bobs and rummage sale, and the Bowl-A-Rama, and together 
with individual and business donations, the Center has raised 
$10,000 of the $16,000 projected in less than one month! 

We urge our readers to send in their tax deductible contribu- 
tions c/o Puerto Rican Cultural Center, 1671 North Claremont, 

( more info all 3 
er Needs 
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Your Help. 





PUERTO RICAN COMMUNITY CELEBRATES 
PEOPLE's MINI-FESTIVAL 














PUERTO RICANS PRESS FOR STREET NAME 
NON ID IN OA VA QUITO: 





Chicago, IL—A broad group 
of business, religious, political and 
community leaders, as well as 
other Puerto Rican citizens, has 
organized a committee to request 
that a section of Division Street, 
between Western and Kedzie,be 
renamed in honor of Dr. Pedro 
Albizu Campos, the illustrious 
Puerto Rican patriot. 

On June 25, Aldermen Jesüs 
García and Luis Gutiérrez pre- 
senteda petitionto the Transpor- 
tation and Public Ways Commit- 
teeto rename asection of Division 
Street. The Committee Pro-Cel- 
ebration of the Dr. Pedro Albizu 
Campos Centennial will appear 
before that City Council Commit- 
tee to render testimony about the 
life and work of Dr. Pedro Albizu 
Campos on Wednesday, August 
28, at 10:00 a.m. 

In his remarks before the 
Committee, Alderman Gutiérrez 
said, “Dr. Pedro Albizu Campos is 
the principal figure of Puerto Rico 
during the 20th Century. He is 
perhaps the central figure in all of 
Puerto Rican history. Pedro Albizu 
Campos is, without a doubt, the 
best known Puerto Rican in the 


entire world. Many have com- 
pared him to Thomas Jefferson 
and Ghandi.” Many Latin Ameri- 





can countries, including Puerto 
Rico, on September 12, will mark 
the centennial anniversary of his 
birth. Dr. Pedro Albizu Campos is 
one of the outstanding political 
personalities of the 20th Century. 
A Harvard graduate, he excelled 
as a lawyer, orator, philosopher, 
political organizer, and defender 


of the Puerto Rican nation. When 
he died on April 21, 1965, more 
people attended his funeral than 
any other in 
Puerto Rican 
history. 


The Com- 
mittee Pro- 
Celebration of 
the Centen- 
nial of Dr. 
Pedro Albizu 
Campos has 
initiated a pe- 
tition drive to 
collect signa- 
tures to 
change the 
name of the 
street. “The 
response 
from the mer- 
chants and residents of the street 
to the name change has been 
incredible. The great majority 
welcome the idea of naming that 
section of Division Street, which 
has historically been home and a 
source of economic development 
for the Puerto Rican community, 
after the greatest Puerto Rican 


leader of all time,” said Daniel 
Ramos, businessman and ex- 
President of the Puerto Rican Pa- 
rade Committee of Chicago. 

"We are so confident that the 
name change will become reality 
that we have organized a day of 
festivities on Sunday, September 
15, 1991, when we will close off 
part of Pedro Albizu Campos 
Streetto holda celebration of, for, 
and by the Puerto Rican Com- 
munity in Chicago," concluded 
Zulma Ortíz, ateacher at Roberto 
Clemente High School. 

Aspart of the September 15th 
Celebration the Nationalist Hero- 
ine Lolita Lebrón will travel to Chi- 
cago to help dedicate the Street; 
the reknown Puerto Rican Folk- 
loric Singer and Composer, 
Andrés Jiménez “El Jibaro”, who 
will be accompanied by the fa- 
mous instrumentalists, the Colón- 
Zayas Brothers will present his 
popular concert “100 years of 
Albizu". These important person- 
alities will come to jointhe Puerto 
Rican community in its latest tri- 
umph. 





Your name and occupation. 

My name is Margarita 
Mergal. Forthe pastthirty years 
| have been active in the 
struggle for independence and 
socialism for Puerto Rico. 
Presently; | do not belong to 
any political party. | am work- 
ing as a Social Science Pro- 
fessor at the General Studies 
Department of the | 
of Puerto Rico in Hio Pie 
where | have been teaching 
since 1959. | am also working 
with the Puerto Rican Organi- 
zation of Working Women 
(OPMT) andwith Ofensiva '92. 





Briefly describe your objec- 
tive in visiting the U.S. 

| have come to the United 
States on atour to promote the 
release of all the Puerto Rican 
Political Prisoners and Prison- 
ers of War from prison. Atthe 
same time, | am conducting 
interviews and documenting 
the story of Puerto Rican 
women Political Prisoners and 
Prisoners of War at 
Pleasanton, California and at 
Dwight, Illinois. We plan to 
publish this work in Puerto Rico 
So that Puerto Ricans may 
know and understand the situ- 
ation of a woman who is in 
prison, not because she com- 
mitted acrime butbecauseshe 
tried to liberate her country. 


What is your opinion of the 
Bureau of Prisons and the 
US prison system in general 
after they turned down your 
request to visit the women 
Political Prisoners and Pris- 
oners of War? 

The US Ministry of Justice 
and Federal Bureau of Pris- 
ons' procedures are very com- 
plex and difficult. This was to 
be expected since they pur- 
posely placed these women in 
prisons located along way from 
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home so that they 
cannoteasily com- 
municate with their 
communities. If 
one wants to visit 
one of these pris- 
ons, ifone wants to 
break into the walls 
that they have 
erected around 
these prisoners, 
one must go 
through a series of 
very difficult proce- 
dures. We have 
been doing that 
and we communi- 
cate continuously 
with thefederal and 
state authofities in 
our efforts to ob- 
tain permission to 
talk to the prison- 
ers. They have created all 
kinds of bureaucratic ob- 
stacles. | am completely sure, 
however, that in the long run 
they will grant us permission to 
enter the prisons. 


Tell us about the struggles’ 
current juncture in your 





movement 
maintains its stance in the 
struggle. The victory against 
the proposed sale of the tele- 
phone company to a private 
company represents a good 
example of how the workers’ 
struggle is “alive and kicking.” 
We helped mobilize hundreds 
of thousands of workers to pro- 
test the proposed sale of the 
telephone company. A gen- 
eral strike was organized, and 
we paralyzed Puerto Rico for 
24 hours. This is not a small 
accomplishment. This is 
something that must be said 
over and over again since there 
is very little that appears in the 
US press about what is hap- 
pening in Puerto Rico. 

In addition to the workers’ 
movement, we continue, of 
course, to struggle for inde- 
pendence. Sometimes we 
march together, like we did 
against the sale of the tele- 
phone company; other times 
each group has its own issues 
and its own tactics, as in the 
case of the plebiscite in which 
we were divided. Some of us 
thought thatwe should not par- 
ticipate in that deceitful pro- 
cess while others, such as the 
Puerto Rican Independence 
Party (PIP) decided to partici- 
pate. Anyway, like some of us 
had said from the very begin- 
ning, what happened was that 
the trick of the plebiscite died in 
a committee of the US Con- 
gress because the whole thing 


did not make sense at the time 
it was proposed. Everything 
was a promotional trick or- 
chestrated by some in Puerto 
Rico. 

In addition to those kinds of 
political struggles, we are also 
involved with environmental, 
anti-militarism and pro-peace 
struggles. These struggles 
have attracted many support- 
ers. Religious groups, sub- 
scribing to the theology of lib- 
eration, are also involved in 
community work. In different 
ways, by different means, we 
are very involved in all of the 
different aspects of the Puerto 
Rican struggle. The work for 
the liberation of the political 
prisoners and Prisoners of War 
provides allindependentists an 
opportunity to work together, 
and in partnership with other 
groups and individuals who are 
not independentists but who 
are willing to support this kind 
of struggle for humanitarian 
reasons. Not all the people 
who struggle for justice are 
independentists. In other po- 


litical movements there are 
be 











This campaign to liberate our 
ers is invaluable because 


ofits potential to unite theinde- 


pendence movement. 


How do you see the womens 
struggle in your country? 
The first women who 
struggled against colonialism 
were the Taínas. Since then, 
the Puerto Rican woman has 
always been an important part 
of the struggle. On the one 
hand, there is the daily struggle 
to improve terrible living condi- 
tions which we are forced to 
tolerate under the current sys- 
tem that we live in, a productof 
capitalism and colonialism. On 
the other hand, there is the 
political struggle to achieve in- 
dependence and socialism. 
We are now organized not only 
in political parties, from the left 
and the right, butalsoin unions 
and in groups working with 
women issues within unions, 
as well as in universities and 
study groups. Womenare also 
organized by the government 
in women commissions, both 
at the city and state level, and 
in private centers that provide 
services to women. For ex- 
ample, there is the Center for 
Victims of Rapeand Casa Julia 
de Burgosfor battered women. 
We are also organized within 
the independence movement, 
in political parties as well as 
various movements and in au- 
tonomous organizations such 
as Taller Salud, which prima- 


campaign forward so pa ev- 


rily studies health issues af- 
fecting women; the Puerto 
Rican Organization of Work- 
ing Women, which mainly 
works with working class 
women and their problems, and 
other organizations such as 
Feministas en Marcha. 


How could you contribute to 
the development ofthe cam- 
paign to liberate the Puerto 
Rican Political Prisoners and 
Prisoners of War? 

| think that we could help by 
letting others know about the 
situation of our prisoners. We 
could be of assistance to other 
international campaigns, like 
the one | am currently imple- 
menting. During the month of 
June | participated in a confer- 
ence dealing with empower- 
ment for human rights orga- 
nized by the World University 
Service in Costa Rica. People 
from all of Central America, the 
Caribbean and Mexico at- 
tended that conference. As 
part of the event | made a pre- 
sentation about the prisoners. 
In September, | will be partici- 
pating in anational conference 
with fellow fighters from Asia, 
Africa, Latin America and Eu- 
rope, to be held in New Delhi, 
India. There, | will again talk 
about the situation of our politi- 
cal prisoners and Prisoners of 


War. In Puerto Rico, in the 


United States or in any other 
country we need to move this 


IS 
tribute to the prisoners' libera- 
tion. In Puerto Rico, there are 
individuals who are 
Worle very hard to organize 
committees in solidarity with 
our political prisoners and 

Prisoners of War. 
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Demand For Release Puerto Rican 
Political Prisoners and POWs 
Unifying Theme at U.N. 


figere pole: Once again the colonial case of Puerto Rico was brought 
before the U.N. Decolonization Committee. 58 representatives of different 
groupe addressed the Committee including advocates of statehood led by 

adro Roselló, President of the PNP. It is interesting to point out that in each 
and every one of their presentations they used the historical independentist 
terminology pointing out that Puerto Rico is a colony and that the U.N. should 
intervene to resolve the status question of the island. 

All of the presentations made by the ind dentists, from the PIP to the 
Masonic Lodges, demanded the release of: our incarcerated patriots. But, 
as Juan Mari Brás pointed out in an analysis around this year's debate in the 
U.N. “...AS was expected, the independence movement also lost one of its 
objectives this year, which was the demand for the excarceration of the 
Puerto Rican Political Prisoners. In a spirit of harmony and to avoid 


conírontations ps our friends in the Committee, all decided not 
to push the issue of the Puerto Rican Prisoners. However, this 
demand much si during this year's debate at the U.N. 


This is how support for the eer p ry began to mushroom in 
the '70s until the issue was finally included in a 1978 U.N. resolution. Their 
release became a reality in 1979." 

This year the case of Puerto Rico won a consensus among the Carib- 
bean nations; Venezuela presented the resolution, Cuba and Trinidad- 
Ute i endorsed it. 

though all the pre- 


Sonia Rivera, Political Commission 
of the Movimiento de Liberación 
Nacional Puertorriquefio 





Mr. President, Distinguished delegates: 

My nameis Sonia Rivera. lam accompanied by Onelia Pérez. We 
are members of the Political Commission of the Movimiento de 
Liberación Nacional (Mua Puerto Rican organization comprised of 
people of diverse ideologies, political and religious practices—com- 
munist, nationalist and social democrats—but who coincide in the 
priority of establishing the Republic of Puerto Rico; a just republic for 
the working class, humane for all, and dignified by the social instru- 
ments of socialism. 

We wish to begin by 
thanking you for giving us 








sentations made by the 
Puerto Rican independence 
movement were excellent, | 
due to the limited space we 
are unable to reproduce all 
of them. The following six 
presentations have been 
chosen because of the em- 
phasis placed on the ques- 
tion of the release of the 
Puerto Rican Political Pris- 
oners and Prisoners of War. 
It is important to point out 
thattwo. yong ruaro Rican 
independentists bom and 
raised in the United States 
were invited to address the 
Special Committee. Weare 
honored to reproduce the 
presentations made by the 
Heverend Annie González, 
Pastor of the Northlake 





Independentistas Arrested at the U.N. 
For Demanding Release of Puerto Rican POWs 
On Friday, August 23, two independentistas, Marvin García and 


with militant fervor, launched a protest in the gallery at the Committee of 
uestion of the case of Puerto Rico was being debated. Thi 


the opportunity to once again 
present our opinion on the 
topic of Puerto Rico. We 
express the joy of all Puerto 
Ricans to see our comrade 
Ricardo Alarcón Quesada 
occupy the presidency of this 
committee. We also ac- 
| knowledge the heroic and 
unbreakable people and 
government of Cuba; back- 
bone of our continent in 
struggle and magnificent 
example of the ideological 
commitment to the proletar- 
ian task of building a world 


Nery Mangual, | free of exploited and exploit- 
eerte stood up, ers. ” 
ll Thetopic of Puerto Rico 


United Methodist Church, 
and by Billy Ocasio, a young 
activíst in the Puerto Rican 
community of Chicago. 
Unfortunately, we were 
unable to include the elo- 
quent and precise presen- 
tation made by Alderman 
Luis Gutiérrez, President 
Pro-Temp of the City 
Council of Chicago, the 
highest ranking Puerto 
Rican elected official in the 
U.S. whotestified beforethe 


Special Committee. Alderman Gutiérrez formally submitted to the Special 
Committee a resolution unanimously approved by the City 
Chicago demanding that the U.N. intervene in any decolonization efforts 
the case of Puerto Rico. 

In this issue of De Pie y En Lucha we include a full page ad purchased 
peared in two of New York's leading latino 


carried out regardii 


by Ofensiva '92 which 


newspapers El Diario/La Prensa and Im, 
around the case of Puerto Rico in the U.N. 





isplayed a Lo Puerto Rican flag and shouted Free all Puerto Rican Political 
Prisoners and Prisoners of War! This protest occurred when it was known that a 
final clause in the resolution with respect to the release of our Puerto Rican political 
prisoners and Prisoners of War would not be included—even though it was unanimously 
Poron upon by sectors who participated in the debate, including Sen. Fernando Martin 
(PIP), Rep. Zayda (Cucusa) Hernández (Vice-President of the PNP), Juan Mari Bras 
(Causa Común), José Hilton Soltero (Comité de Puerto Rico en la ONU), and Dr. Luis 
Nieves Falcón scale '92); Carlos Gallisá, (Secretary General of the PSP). 

After a scuffle with the UN security police, in which the two compafieros and a 
Puerto Rican reporter were attacked, they were escorted from the UN building and not 
permitted to reenter. 








Council of 
stand known by forceful means. 


to, to coincide with the debate 


has now lingered for more 
than two decades in the 
United Nations. At times, it 
seems as if it has become a 
ritual to listen to our voices 
and report to the General 
Assembly, who in turn ac- 
cepts and approves your re- 
port without further discus- 
sion. The government of 
Washington ignores your 


resolutions and wishes, showing, as it has done by the most flagrant 
violations of peoples’ rights on repeated occasions, its disregard for 
those without the economic or military power to make their political 


Sadly, the Puerto Rican independence movement does not disre- 
gard the hard learned lesson that armed force is a means to advance 
the politics of apeople. With that understanding we wish to remind you 


(See page 6) 
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Dr. Luis Nieves Falcón, Coordinator 


Ofensiva ‘92 Campaign 





A LE EL UENIRE S Son 








“The US government 
criminalizes and incarcer- 
ates people involved in 
struggles for sel 
determination.” 








Honorable President of the 
Special Committee and 
distinguished members: 

My name is Luis 
Nieves Falcón, and | come 
before you as coordinator 
of the campaign for the 
liberation of Puerto Rican 
Political Prisoners in US 
jails and prisons. 

| would like to bring 
before the committee the 
problem of political re- 
pression in Puerto Rico. 
This matter is not foreign 
to you as made evident by 
the resolutions emitted by 
this body. Thus, in the 
resolution of September 
12, 1978, the Special 
Committee felt that the 
persecutions, 










that organizations and 
people who struggle for 
independence have been 
subjectedto, are violations 
to the national rights of the 
Puerto Rican people to 
self-determination and in- 
dependence. 

In its resolution of Oc- 
tober, 1979, the Commit- 
tee concluded that the in- 
tensification of persecu- 
tion, hostility and repres- 
sive measures that orga- 
nizations and individuals 
who struggle for indepen- 
dence have been sub- 
jected to, constitute a 
grave violation to the in- 
alienable right of the 
people and immediately 
proceeded to condemn 
them. 

On August 18, 1980, 
the Committee, worried by 
the intensification of per- 
secution, hostility and re- 
pressive measures that 
organizations and people 
that struggle for the in- 
alienable rights of the 
Puerto Rican people are 
subjected to, proceeded 
once again to condemn 
such conduct bythe United 
States. 

On August 24, 1983, 
the Committee, worried by 
the intensification of re- 
pressive measures 
adopted against the inde- 
pendenceforces of Puerto 
Rico, including the activi- 
ties of the federal grand 
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jury that is utilized by the 
US as an instrument of 
pressure and intimidation 
against Puerto Rican pa- 
triots, proceeded to de- 
mand the suspension of 
all repressive measures 
adopted against the inde- 
pendenceforces of Puerto 
Rico... 

On August 11, 1987, 
the Committee took note 
of the general preoccupa- 
tion of recent revelations, 
triggered by judicial deci- 
sions and declarations of 
the current territorial ad- 
ministration, that for de- 
cades a system of dis- 
crimination and persecu- 
tion has existed against 


dentists in a flagrant vio- 
lation of their civil and po- 
lítical rights. On August 
15, 1988, the Committee 


once again took note of | 


the same situation. 

On August 17, 1989, 
the Committee recalledthe 
approved resolutíons of 
1987 and 1988 which in- 
clude paragraphs referring 
to political persecution. 

The resolutions of the 
Special Committee are 
confirmed by the Tribunal 
held on January 27-29, 
1989 in Barcelona, which 
concluded that the United 
States has used a variety 
oftactics of doubtful legiti- 
macy to attack the activi- 
ties of Puerto Rican activ- 
ists, including charges of 
conspiracy, grand jury in- 
vestigations, paramilitary 
arrests, homicides and re- 
peated police brutality. 

More recently, an In- 
ternational Tribunal, held 
in December of 1990 in 
New York, concluded, 
among other things the 
following: /n the jails and 
prisons of the United 
States there are a sub- 
stantial number of political 
prisoners and prisoners of 
war. Theseprisoners have 
beenincarceratedfor their 
opposition to policies and 
actions of the US that are 
illegal both under national 
and international rights, 
including the right to self 








determination... The US 
government criminalizes 
and incarcerates people 
involved in struggles for 
self determination. 

Such is the situation of 
18 Puerto Rican men and 
women incarcerated in 
American prisons for de- 
fending the right of Puerto 
Rico to its self- determina- 
tion and independence. 
The treatment received by 
the Puerto Rican prison- 
ers according to the Inter- 
national Tribunal consti- 
tutes torture, inhumane 
and degradent, in viola- 
tion of Article 6 of the Uni- 
versal Declaration of Hu- 
man Rights andin violation 
to the majority of the Mini- 
mum Standards for the 
Treatment of Prisoners 
adopted by the United Na- 
tions. 

In light of the fact that 
these 18 men and women 
are incarcerated as a re- 
sult of the systematic per- 
secution that the US sets 
forward against those who 
struggle for Puerto Rico's 

ight to independence, we 


that the Puerto Rican 
people, through one of its 
principle vehicles, the 
Armed Forces of National 
Liberation (FALN) re- 
serves the right of nations 
to úfilize this instrument to 
move forward its self de- 
termination and indepen- 
dence; with the under- 
standing that such forms 
of struggle pose the dan- 
ger of death and physical 
harm to civilian popula- 
lions. 

At present, and with 
very few exceptions, the 
will of dialogue and the 
desire for peace of our 
people, have resulted in 
an emphasis of negotia- 
tions between Puerto Rico 
and the United States to 
resolve the issue of colo- 
nialism. This dialogue has 
the sole purpose of 
achieving the decolon- 
ization of our motherland, 
the emancipation of our 
political prisoners and 
Prisoners of War, the 
reintegration to our Puerto 
Ricansovereign society of 
those politically perse- 
cuted who have been 
forced to the underground 
orexile; anda cease to the 
judicial process and hos- 
tilities against the com- 


MLN Presentation at the U.N. /Cont... 


into consideration: 

a) thefinal declaration 
of the non-aligned coun- 
tries on September 1988, 
paragraph 220, in which 
they reiterate their preoc- 
cupation overthe informa- 
tion relative to the incar- 
ceration of Puerto Rican 
patriots bythe government 
ofthe US inthat country as 
well as in Puerto Rico, and 
urge the respect of civil 
and political rights of all 
Puerto Rican patriots. 

b) the judgment of the 
International Tribunal that 
concludes that the Puerto 
Rican combatants that 
have claimed prisoner of 
war status have the right 
not to be judged by courts 
of the US but rather be 
protected by the Geneva 
Convention. We believe 
that those prisoners that 
have been illegally incar- 
cerated and criminalized 
for ten or more years 
should receive uncondi- 
tional freedom, or at least 
be transferred to a neutral 
country. 


rades in the judicial case 
of Hartford, CT andothers. 
For this purpose, we ask 
that youintegrate apetition 
of release of our political 
prisoners and Prisoners of 
War previously drafted by 
the Puerto Rican Inde- 
pendence Party (PIP). 
We, who haye expressed 
a consensus of support in 
a paragraph to be added 
to the resolution calling for 
the freedom of our prison- 
ers, object to its exclusion 
from the resolution pre- 
sented before you. 

There is talk of the 500 
years that have transpired 
since Europe began its 
colonization of our Ameri- 
can continent. The Euro- 
pean and North American 
governments call it "the 
meeting of two cultures." 
We call it 500 years of 
genocide, slavery, exploi- 
tation, and misery that Eu- 
rope has imposed to the 
mass of poor whites, 
blacks, and indigenous 
peoples of our continent. 
Seen as it may be, 1992 
will be the year in which 
the world's eyes will be 
attentive to the develop- 
ment in our continent. 

The US has a great 


that immediate amnesty 
should be given to all 
Puerto Rican political pris- 
oners. E 

d) the demand of the 
community for the 
excarceration of Puerto 
Rican patriots. 


Resolve: 

a) Reiterate its Au- 
gust 15, 1979 and August 
18, 1980 petitions to the 
US government with the 
purpose that it allow an 
investigative mission of the 
Special Committee to visit 
Puerto Rico to gather all 
pertinent data with special 
inclusion of information 
relative to the persecu- 
tions, hostility and repres- 
sion of Puerto Rican patri- 
ots. 

b) Solicit from the US 
government the immedi- 
ate excarceration of Puerto 
Rican patriots, or allow 
them tobe transferred to a 
neutral country or allow 
them to seek exile in a 
country willing to provide 
political asylum. 

These petitions are in 
accordance with the ob- 
jectives that provided for 
the creation of the Special 
Committee, with its own 
resolutions on the issue of 
Puerto Rico and withthe | 
justice and solidarity 
needed by the people that 
fight against colonialism. 


opportunity, whether it is 
through the initiative of its 
executive, legislative or 
judicial power to resolve 
its prejudice, lack of re- 
spect and justice, its ag- 
gression and mockery to 
the republics of our conti- 
nent by declaring its in- 
tention to decolonize 
Puerto Rico and allowing 
itto carry out its right to be 
part of the great family of 
Latin American nations of 
our continent. This canbe 
achievedin 1992. It would 
not be just to ask, argue 
with, or insist that the 
Puerto Rican people have 
patience beyond 1992. 

What can be done by 
this committee and Latin 
American countries, Non- 
Aligned countries, coun- 
tries that believe in self 
determination for all 
peoples, anticolonialist 
and antiimperialist coun- 
tries? What can be done 
by the members of the 
United Nations? 

In a world reduced in 
terms of humanity, prin- 
ciples of justice and hon- 
esty, it is up to its leaders 
to provide with examples 
that will show that we 
shouldn't carry ourselves 

(See page 8) 
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RAFAEL CANCEL MIRANDA, 


UNITARY COMMITTEE AGAINST REPRESSION 
(CUCRE) 





Mr. President, Distinguished Delegates 
of the Decolonization Committee: 

My name is Rafael Cancel Miranda, 
and | represent the Unitary Committee 
Against Repression and in Defense of 
Political Prisoners. Our committee is an 
organization that has dedicated itself, for 
the last 11 years, to openly denounce 
and struggle against repression in Puerto 
Rico and to fight for the rights and free- 
dom of our political prisoners and Prison- 
ers of War. 

As noted in previous declarations to 
this committee, we come from a country 
where political consensus has been im- 
posed by means of persecution, harass- 
ment, imprisonment, murder and/or ex- 
ile, against those men and women who 
with unbreakable will, have led the 
Struggle against colonialism. 

We come from a Latin American and 
Caribbean country that has attained, with 
its resistance, commitment and struggle 
for freedom the prerogative to insist that 
our right to self determination and inde- 
pendence be guaranteed and respected, 
the right to see the release of our free- 
dom fighters, and to demand that all 
repression and aggression against them 
be ended. 

From this militant and unredeemed 
Puerto Rico we again return to this forum 
to remind you, in the spirit of Bolivar, 
Martí and Albizu Campos, that the politi- 
cal destiny of our nation is closely related 
tothe credibility, prestige and strength of 
the organization that you so worthily rep- 
resent. The same applies to other Latin 
American countries represented here 
today since the case of Puerto Rico con- 
tinues to be the political trial by fire that 
allows the true independence of our Latin 


the United States. The Bolivarian Agenda, 
so honorably readopted in Guadalajara 
(Mexico's route to its independence) is 
today the reference point to protect the 
interests of our America in the new 
framework of international order. That 
new order will be corrupted if we do not 
take into consideration what Bolivar un- 
derstood around 1827 when he stated 
Without the independence of Cuba and 
Puerto Rico, Latin American indepen- 
dence will never be fully guaranteed. It is 
within this framework and in total opposi- 
tion to the enslavement and destruction 
that took place in our continent, that the 
500 year celebration of the hispanic 
presence in our continent (as atte: 

next year), is seen as an insultto the Latin 
American heroes and martyrs, while in 
United States prisons and jails there are 
Puerto Rican political prisoners and Pris- 
oners of War. This is an unthinkable and 
shameful act. 

For the rest of the nations here rep- 
resented, the case of Puerto Rico is, at 
the same time, a critical test, where the 
Self respect and sovereignty of its na- 
tions will be put at stake, as will be the 
statutes and principles of Resolution 
1514(XV) and subsequent others. For 
these reasons and because of the dignity 
of our Latin American countries we fore- 
see that in this new international junc- 
ture, this honorable committee will carry 
outits responsibility, with the same deter- 
mination and intrepidity as we have to 
continue the struggle. 

José Martí, the Cuban apostle said 
that a just principle from the bottom of a 
cave, can do more than an army. This 
has been proven beyond all doubt, by a 
whole gamut of Puerto Rican political 
prisoners and Prisoners of War, that have 
transformed the imperial prisons into 
priceless trenches of struggle for their 
unredeemed nation. We would like to 
point out that, at this moment, in order to 
perpetuate its colonial power in Puerto 
Rico, the United States has 18 patriots 
incarcerated throughout its territory. 


These men and women, the majority 
of them anticolonial fighters and pro- 
independence activists, are sentto places 
far away from their families and commu- 
nities, or are exiled from Puerto Rico 
which constitutes a double and illegal 
punishment. For these patriots the pris- 
ons become a correlation of force, where. 
the government not only criminalizes the 
struggle, but also imposes illegal and 
disproportionate sentences. These pris- 
oners are subjected to new and experi- 
mental ways of torture and oppression 
with the sole purpose of breaking their 
physical and emotional well-being. 

It is with this objective that United 
States prisons have been transformed 
into an essential political weapon, its 
primary function being to dissuade by 
means of exemplary punishment. These 
18 menand women have been subjected 
tophysicaland sexual aggressions, have 
been denied medical and hospital treat- 
ment, have been isolated, have been 
denied permission to share with critically 
ill family members and/or to attend their 
funerals. In summary, they are denied 
the most fundamental human rights and 
the minimal life conditions granted by the 
international community. Conditions 
which the United States demands from 
other countries, but has no scruples or 
qualms about squashing when dealing 
with Puerto Ricans. This continues to be 
the situation of the Puerto Rican Prison- 
ers of War: Edwin Cortés, Elizam 
Escobar, Ricardo Jiménez, Oscar López 
Rivera, Adolfo Matos, Dylcia Pagán, 
Alberto Rodríguez, Alicia Rodríguez, ida 
Luz Rodríguez, Luis Rosa, Alejandrina 
Torres, Carlos Alberto Torres and Carmen 
Valentín. 

2 nw 
violates all pri S of international law 
and are equally enforced upon our politi- 
cal prisoners: Haydeé Beltrán, Antonio 
Camacho Negrón, Juan Segarra Palmer, 
Norman Ramírez Talavera, and Roberto 
José Maldonado. 

To these atrocities, daily committed 
against our patriots, the United States 
government wants to condemn those 
accused in the August 30th (Wells Fargo) 
case: Ellas Castro, Jorge Farinacci, 
Ivonne Meléndez, Isaac Camacho, Hilton 
Fernández Diamante and Orlando 
González Claudio. 

This same treatment awaits Filiberto 
Ojeda Ríos, Luis Colón Osorio, Norberto 
González Claudio, Victor Gerena, Avelino 
González Claudio, Luis Rosado Ayala, 
and Roberto José Todd, if they are cap- 
tured. 

Out of respect for these compan- 
ions, our organization has joined efforts 
with dozens of other organizations in and 
out of our national territory to develop a 
vigorous campaign aimed at achieving 
the freedom of all of them in or before 
1992. 

While the already stated aggres- 
sions are taking place inside the jails and 
prisons in the United States, it is importnt 
to note that in Puerto Rico new names 
are continuously added to a list of over 
135,000 Puerto Ricans for whom the 
colonial regime has created a huge ille- 
gal file. Barely three weeks ago this 
endless practice was publicly admitted 
bythe colonial administration, in an effort 
to restrain access to jobs, economic and 
educational opportunities, as well as to 
harass and keep an eye on the indepen- 
dence advocates and militants. 

If this is not enough, a huge federal 
prison is under construction on Puerto 
Rican soil, which will only facilitate and 
strengthen the power of the intervening 
government over our society. A prison 
built for politica! dissidents, for union 
leaders who question and fight against 
federal labor law imposed and for those 


who, as individuals without political moti- 
vations, attempt against private U.S. 
property in our country. 

It is strange that the U.S. tries to 
establish two different penal levels on 
Puerto Rican soil, when they are the 
creators of the present decadent correc- 
tional system. We should point out that 
recently America's Watch (an entity 
which monitors respect for human rights 
on an international level) submitted a 
reportthat summarizes what has always 
been stated by different organizations in 
our country with respectto the gruesome 
conditions in which thousands of Puerto 
Ricans are locked up. These violations 
of humanrights of this population is closely 
tied to our colonial reality. 

This is so because in order to keep 
subordinate relations of a political, eco- 
nomic and military nature, and to keep 
their economic presence and intefest, 
they have created a whole gamut of false. 
expectations of well-being, 
depersonalized our society, and drugged 
it with alcohol and narcotics. As this 
violence, product of this decadent reality 
emerges, and permeates all our social 
realm, the United States, through the 
colonial government, aggravates the 
conditions in the prisons, so that they 
play an even more deplorable and dis- 
suasive role. 

Numbed and distracted from this 
daily violence, we are forced to keep 
away from our thoughts the serious and 
real causes of our ignominious situation. 

Barely ayear away from the celebra- 


tion of the 500 years of hispanic pres- 
ence in our continent, 11 years after the 
imprisonment of our prisoners of war, 93 
years after the invasion and occupation 
of our nation, 54 years after the Ponce 
Massacre, and 100 years after the birth 
of Pedro Albizu Campos, we strongly 
believe that in order for the boots of 
Bolivar to continue its freedom ride, for 
Marti's decorum to cover and dignity all 
the American continent, it is important 
that this honorable committee ponders 
upon: 

1._A resolution that recognizes the 
inalienable right of the Puerto Rican na- 
tion to self-determination and indepen- 
dence; 

2. That this organization be more 
specific with regard to the unconditional 
release of our freedom fighters and that, 
sanctioned by the Resolutions of the 
Geneva Convention, Resolution 
1514(XV), Resolution 3103 and all oth- 
ers that condemn colonialism as a crime, 
demand the immediate release of our 
patriots. 

3. That, according to international 
law, the illegal judicial processes against 
the accused in Hartford (August 30th, 
Wells Fargo case ) be suspended. 

4. That all charges be withdrawn 
against the patriots who, in order to save 
their lives and their right to fight are 
underground or in exile, and 

5. The immediate end of all repres- 
sionin Puerto Rico by the colonial regime 
and the United States government. 





Billy Ocasio, Spokesperson 
Conference on The Puerto Rican 
Colonial Reality 


Mr. President and Distinguished Delegates, 


re you today = a A ofThe ia 
lonia eu ds come | IER End nobody 


eaders. 1 come to you as a Puerto Rican- 
lerican, or does such a term exist? A term the US would like for 


our 





us to believe in, and a term that some of the people you heard from 
inthe last two days are asking for because that's what they want to 
become. My definition of a Puerto Rican-American is what | call a 
Puerto Rican who grew up in the States, with a consciousness of 
what an American is, but no idea of what a Puerto Rican is. | have 
found that this is a direct result of the colonial status that the United 
States has placed on Puerto Rico, and because of this | have been 
cheated of who | am. 

The Puerto Rican culture has been americanized to a point 
where we can be called Puerto Rican-Americans by others. As a 
result, our history and our culture are not being passed on. In Puerto 
Rico a child is taught not Puerto Rican history, but American history 
and the American way of living; if this child is so lucky as to go on to 
collega, then that's where he/she may learn our history and our 
culture. 

When we were taken as a US possession, we were made United 
States citizens under the words of Democracy and "liberty and 
justice for all"; butis it fair, that we as a people cannot determine our 
own destiny? In a land where Democracy is preached every minute 
of the day, is it fair, that this Democracy is preached to all, but not 
put into practice for all? 

Isit fair, that we are the fastest growing minority (and US citizens 
at that), yet on the educational ladder we do not exist. This is not by 
chance, but because the resources that shape America are not 
extended to its possessions. 

Itis by your definition that | call Puerto Rico a colony; and I join 
you in your resolution, when you called this Decade, the decade to 
end colonialism, and You, the U.N., put Puerto Rico on your list of 
colonized countries. It is at this point that | would like to thank you 
for inviting me here to speak, for | come here to only serve as a 
reminder that the end of the decade is upon us and this situation 
must be resolved. 

All we are asking for is the right as a people, whether we are on 
the island or here in the States, to be recognized as puertorriqueños, 
a people with a country and that this decision be one that we make: 
Puerto Rican-Americans or Puertorriquefios? 

You, the United Nations, must provide the way for this question 
to be asked. The decision, however, has to be ours and not one 
made by those who hold the lease on our country. 

In closing, | call to your attention three issues that must be 
discussed and resolved: 

1. The decolonization of Puerto Rico. 

2. That the Puerto Ricans in the US and in Puerto Rico be able 
to determine their own destiny; and 

3. | ask that this committee take note of the fact, that the 
organization | represent opposes the exclusion of the freeing of the 
Puerto Rican Political Prisoners and Prisoners of War, from the final 
draft of the resolution by Venezuela. 

And, yes, | believe in independence, and | leave you as a 
Puertorriquefio... Puerto Rican-American or Puertorriquefios? We 
know the answer...Independence! 
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Rev. Michael Yasutake, Director del 
Proyecto Interdenominacional de 


Prisioneros de Conciencia 





Señor Presidente y Distinguidos 
Miembros de este Comité Especial: 

Mi nombre es Michael Yasutake y 
soy Director del Proyecto Prisioneros de 
Conciencia, una organización 
interdenominacional auspiciada por el 
Consejo Nacional de Iglesias de Cristo 
de los EU (el cual a su vez incluye cerca 
de 32 cuerpos cristianos anivel nacional). 
El Proyecto Prisioneros de Conciencia 
concentra sus esfuerzos en la 
problemática de los derechos civiles de 
los prisioneros políticos en los Estados 
Unidos. Estamos en contacto con más 
de cien prisioneros y constantemente 
monitoriamos las prisiones en donde se 
encuentran. Dentro de este grupo 18 son 
prisioneros políticos y de guerra 
puertorriqueños. Trece de estos se han 
autodeclarado prisioneros de guerra 
según los acuerdos de La Convención 
de Ginebra de 1949. Es nuestra 
Seis estos prisioneros políticos 
yore van sido encarcelados por su 
oposición política al yugo colon 
Puerto Rico. Ellos son bajo la definición 
de nuestra organización Prisioneros de 
Conciencia, encarcelados por sus 
asociaciones, creencias o actividades 
políticas, religiosas o sociales. 

Durante el pasado verano, en una 
cumbre teológica a nivel nacional y ante 
la presencia de diversos representantes 
religiosos, en un "llamado ala liberación" 
reclamamos elfín de todas las violaciones 
a los derechos humanos de los 





Nacionalde Las Iglesias Unidas de Cristo 
reclamamos laautodeterminación política 
para Puerto Rico. 

Nuestro Proyecto fue uno de los 
auspiciadores del Tribunal Internacional, 
el cual convino en Nueva York en los 
días siete al diez de diciembre. 
Compuesto por ocho distinguidas 
personalidades, el Tribunal luego de 
extensas vistas le reclamó a los Estados 
Unidos el que liberara a todos aquellos 
prisioneros encarcelados por ejercitar su 
derecho a la autodeterminación y por 
oponerse a las pce gen le los 
EU pep la Ley Internacional. 

El Tribunal Permanente de los 
Pueblos, similarmente compuesto por 
representantes internacionales 
determinó en Barcelona, España (enero 
de 1989) que "los Estados Unidos tienen 
la labor internacional de respetar el 
derecho ala Autodeterminacián de Puerto 
Rico..." Nosotros queremos informarle 
que al presente Puerto Rico no es un 
pee libre debido a la política colonial de 

stados Unidos. 

Los prisioneros políticos y los 
prisioneros de guerra confrontan en 
común las siguientes características: 

1. A pesar de que en realidad estos 
fueron sentenciados por sus creencias, 
asociaciones y actividades políticas, 
todos ellos fueron convictos como 
criminales. El gobierno de. Estados 
Unidos consistentemente niega que ellos 
fueron acusados por sus creencias, 

idades políticas, sin 












juicios fueron acusados de "conspiración 
maliciosa", un cargo inherentemente 
político. Enesos mismos juicios cualquier 
testimonio que defendiese el derechos 
de los puertorriqueños a sus 
compromisos y asociaciones políticas 
fue rutinariamente desaprovado e, 
igualmente cualquier apelación a leyes 
internacionales fue descartada. 


2. Estos prisioneros son víctimas de « 


sentencias inhumanamente largas. He 
aquí algunas de las sentencias de los 
trece prisioneros sentenciados en Chi- 
o: Luis Rosa 105 años, Carmen 
ntin 98 años, Haydeé Beltrán por 
vida y Elizam Escobar 68 años. La 
sentencia promedio de estos trece 
prisioneros es 71.6 años,.en contraste 
con "prisioneros sociales" y otros tipos 
de prisioneros acusados de crímenes 
similares o hasta más serios los cuales 
reciben sentencias mucho menores o no 
son enviados a prisiones. 
3. Los prisioneros políticos y de 
guerra reciben tratamientos 
articularmente crueles. Estos son 
recuentemente objetos de largos 
puces de aislamiento, de abusos 
Ísicos y sicológicos, incluyendo tortura. 
Estos prisioneros son, prácticamente sin 
excepciones, (a) alejados de sus 
familiares y amigos al ser encarcelados 
alargas distancias de sus tierras natales 
y (b) enconstante presión, algunas sütiles 
otras descaradamente abiertas, para que 
cambien sus creencias. Esto con la 
promesade que serán dejados en libertad 
si delatan a otros amigos, miembros o 
colaboradores. Las dos prisiones en las 
cuales los prisioneros políticos , 
tipicamente, han sido json encarcelados 
son la Penitenciaría Marion en Illinios yla 
Unidad de Alta Seguridad Lexington en 
Kentucky han sido declaradas por 
Amnistía Internacional en violacion de 
los Estándares Mínimos Para El 
Tratamiento De Prisioneros, El gobierno 
de EU no le dio ninguna importancia a 
estos, Los Hallazgos Internacionales de 








Nosotros tenemos evidencia de 
que estos abusos son característicos de 
muchas otras violaciones perpetradas 
por los EU a los derechos de los 
puertorriqueños y otros. 

En la situación inversa, cuando se 
alega que son otras naciones las 
violadoras de estos derechos el gobierno 
delos Estados Unidos es ágil y rápido en 
invocar los derechos internacionales y 
en apelar a las Naciones Unidas. Pero al 
momento de admitir sus propias 
violaciones los EU nit , lo que es tan 
evidente a nuestros ojos, el que tengan 
seeded elie ncuanto aPuerto 

ico, la negación llega al punto de decir 
que esta no es una colonia. 

A nombre de muchas comunidades 
y cuerpos religiosos en los EU, nosotros 
presentamos las siguientes 
recomendaciones a este distinguido 
Comité. 

1. Que las Naciones Unidas se 
asegure del cumplimiento de sus pasadas 
resoluciones y que termine con el 
elemento y la estructura de dominación 
colonial en Puerto Rico por parte de los 
Estados Unidos. 

2. Que las Naciones Unidas 
conduzca investigaciones sobre las 
violaciones a los derechos humanos de 
los prisioneros políticos y de guerra 
puerarigueftos- La negación del 
gobierno de los Estados Unidos sobre 
estos cargos puede ser confrontada con 
la evidencia de diversos testimonios 
directos y la evidencia que varias 
organizaciones poseen, toda disponible 
para este Comité. 

3. Finalmente que este Comité 
asista, a estos prisioneros 
Puertorriqueños, en el establecimiento 
de vistas públicas por un organismo 

nal e imparcial. 

Como un cuerpo de fe, nosotros 
tendemos a confiar más en un cuerpo 
internacional con representantes de 
diversas nacionalidades y culturas, en 
vez de en un sistema judicial como el 


estos individuos. 





Rev. Annie González, Pastora 


Iglesia Metodista Unida 





Honorable Secretario Y Comité 

Mepresentoante ustedes hoy, tanto 
como una activista comunitaria 
educadora en el área de Humboldt P. 

y West Town (un distrito 
[arbor lioe puertorriquefio de 

ciudad de Chicago en Illinois) como el 
ordenado Mayor de la Iglesia Metodista 
Unida de la Conferencia Norteña de Illi- 
nois. Al presente soy Pastora a la Iglesia 
Metodista Unida Northlake, en la ciudad 
del mismo nombre en Illinois. 

Estamos a punto de entrar al año 
1992, el año en el cual una gran parte del 
mundo celebra el “descubrimiento” de 
América y otraparte recuerda la invasión 
de Cristobal Colón. La invasión de 
nuestras tierras, la invasión que mató a 
nuestras gentes, la invasión que esclavizó 
anuestros pueblos, lainvasión que abolió 
nuestras religiones y nos trató como 
gentes sin humanidad. Nosotros no 


podemos celebrar la llegada de Cristobal 
Colón puesto que esta señalo el inicio de 
la colonización de nuestro pueblo. 
Nuestro País, Puerto Rico ha aguantado 
498 afios de colonización. Aunque este 
Comité de Descolonización de Las 
Naciones Unidas ha reconocido desde 
1972 el hecho de que Puerto Rico es una 
colonia y ha declarado a esta la Década 
Descolonización, Puerto Rico es aún una 
colonia. 

Dieciocho de nuestros ciudadanos, 
hombres y mujeres cuyo crimen sólo ha 
Sido el jar por la independencia de 
Puerto Rico han sido juzgados 
injustamente, sentenciados 
encarcelados mientras se les niegan sus 
mas básicos derechos humanos 
otorgados a cualquier prisionero. Trece 
de estos puertorriqueños han hecho un 
llamado para que sean declarados 
Prisioneros de Guerra segün lo dictamina 


LaConvención de Ginebra del 1949 y los 
subsiguientes protocolos adoptados por 
estas Las nes Unidas. 

Como cristianos nosotros creemos 
que la situación colonial puertorriqueña 
es ilegal, deshumanizante e inmoral. 
Nuestras Escrituras Sagradas nos 
ayudan a comprender esto así. Es claro 
en las escrituras que Dios es un dios de 
liberación y que Dios está en el lado de 
los oprimidos y los colonizados. En el 
Viejo Testamento estáclaro que Dios fue 
un instrumento activo en la liberación de 
los Israelitas de su esclavización y 
gobierno injusto. El Nuevo Testamento 
es claro también en cuanto a lo que 
Jesús enseña acerca de la opresión: 
esta tiene que ser detenida. 

cate creo que nuestratarea 
es el hacer llamamientos sobre la 
injusticia y proclamar la liberación de 
aquellos cautivos. Es mi opinión que 
debemos estar activos en en la lucha por 
la justicia. Nosotros no podemos estar 
con los brazos cruzados mientras 
observamos a nuestros hermanos sufrir 
la opresieon del colonialismo. Este es el 
momento de declarar las palabras de 
Moises, "!Dejen a nuestra gente ir". A 


nuestra gente tiene que dársele la 
oportunidad de decidir por si mismos. Ya 
hemos sufrido demasiado bajo el 
corriente colonialismo. Dejen a nuestra 
gente ir. Si nosotros comprendemos las 
escrituras correctamente, tenemos que 
entender que la situación de Puerto Rico 
es una injusta e inmoral. 

Este es el momento de terminar esta 
opresión. Este es el momento de dejar ir 
a nuestra gente. 

Este Comité tiene laresponsabilidad 
moral de asegurar los más básicos 
derechos humanos a los prisioneros. 
Sin embargo, este Comité también tiene 
la responsabilidad moral de declarar la 
salida inmediata e incondicional de los 
mismos. ¡Dejen a nuestra gente ir! 
Miembros de este Comité, les imploramos 
nos escuchen y declaren que Puerto 
Rico tiene que ser libre. 

Alaluz de los eventos mundiales, el 
hecho de que Puerto Rico es unacolonia 
esabsurdo e injusto. Este Comité tiene la 

cidad de escuchar nuestro lamento 
y darlo aconocer. Esperamos conansias 
Un1 992 liberado de opresiones, sin más 
colonias y la liberacion de nuestro 
prisioneros y de nuestra gente. ¡Dejen ir 
a nuestra gente! 


ETA diferencias entre nosotros los vez la dignidad de todos los seres 
puertorriqueños no han sido humanos en la faz de la tierra. Estos 


toca a sus dirigentes dar el ejemplo 
de que nos debemos encaminar por 
otros medios que no sean la 
banalidad; que no sea el ejemplo de 
los gobernantes vendiéndose por 
dinero, vendiendo su patrimonio por 
ventajas económicas transitorias, 
que no sea doblegarse ante los 
imperios, sea por temor o por 
oportunismo. 

Le ofrecemos como vía de 
rectificación el caso de Puerto Rico; 
afrenta norteamericana a todos 
ustedes porque es un recordatorio 
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permanente de que la fuerza vale 
más que todo el diálogo que este 
cuerpo internacional aspira a 
convertir en el instrumento para la 
paz y el progreso. 

Hay que recordar el pasado. Los 
norteamericanos por mucho tiempo 
nos han dicho que los puerto- 
rriqueños no queremos la inde- 
pendencia. ¿Cúal de ustedes han 
tenido experiencia semejante y 
pueden decirnos que no hay pais 
que quiera ser libre? ¿O, que un 
esclavo quiera ser esclavo? Las 


diferencias sobre la libertad, sino 
diferencias en como se adquiere esa 
libertad y cual es su contenido. Eso 
es propio para nosotros debatir. No 
es propio aceptar un argumento del 
imperio que mantiene su bota sobre 
el cuello del oprimido pueblo 
puertorriquefio de que nosotros no 
nos queremos levantar del piso. 

Le solicitamos, pues, a este 
cuerpo que tome unos pasos más 
consecuentes queen el pasado, para 
hacer valer la dignidad del pueblo 
puertorriquefio, dignidad que es a su 


pasos de los cuales son capaces las 
naciones en conjunto se han ejercido 
anteriormente en cuanto al Africa del 
Sur y otros paises. Incluso, se han 
ejercido hasta incorrectamente en 
algunos casos. Perose han ejercido. 

Siante nosotros estálasuprema 
definición albizuista de “yankis o 
puertorriqueños,” ante ustedes está 
la suprema definición de si este es 
un instrumento de liberación o otro 
instrumento más para la opresión de 
los débiles por los poderosos. 
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José R. Alicea, Artist 

Laura Albizu Meneses, Human 
Rights Specialist 

Harry E. Alemán Crespo, 
Archeologist 

Ernesto Álvarez, Professor 
Silvia Alvarez, Professor 

Ubel Anglada, Musician 

Daniel Alitio, Musician 

Elena Ayala, Poet 

Belén A. Barbosa, Professor and 
Lawyer 

María T. Blanco Stahl, Geographer 
Eric Borcherdin, Photographer 
Rafael Bernabé, Researcher 
Manuel B. Caballero, Lawyer 
Carlos Canales, Playwright 

José Luis Caraballo, Graphic Artist 
Antonio Carrión, Painter 

Félix Carrión, Musician 

Andrés Castro Ríos, Teacher 
and Poet 

Isabel G. Cintrón, Research 
Assistant 

Rafael Colón Morales, Artist 
Edwin S. Colón Zayas, Musician 
Felipe Colón Zayas, Musician 
Félix Córdova Iturrgui, Professor 
José F. Córdova Iturregui, 
Professor 

Epifania Cruz, Artist 

Ariel Cuevas, Actor, President, 
Compañía Cimarrón 

Edwin Cuevas, Assistant Scenery 
Artist 

Liliana Cruz, Director and Drama 
Professor 

Rubén Dávila, Sociologist 

Jesús Delgado Burgos, Teacher 
Pedro Denizard, Actor 


Call 
O 


President 


Rubén del Pilar, Professor 
Edwin Díaz, Frame maker 
José Echevarría, Professor and 
Lawyer 

José M. Escoda, Writer 

Aileen Estrada Fernández, 
Professor 

Isidro Fernández, Troubadour 
Ronald Fernández, Professor 
and Writer 

Piri Fernández de Lewis, Professor 
and Playwright 

Dante Ferrer, Musician 

Isabel Freire de Matos, Writer 
Brunilda Garcia, Director 
Compañia Cimarrón 

Pablo M. García Rodríguez, 
Professor and Lawyer 

Carmen Gautier Mayoral, 
Professor 

Millie Gil, Reporter 

Beauregard González, Public 
Administration Professor 
Carmen L. González, Professor 
Raúl Guadalupe de Jesús, Poet 
José Manual Guzmán Torres, 
Professor 

Nancy J. Herzig, Professor 
Garlos Irizzary, Artist 

Ingrid Jiménez, Artist 

Eric Landrón, Poet 

José E. Lausell, Professor 

Cruz Ma. López, Social Scientist 
Eddie López, Musician 

Edgardo López, Professor and 
Writer ' 

Luis M. López Santiago, Musician 
Marcos A. López, Professor 
Antonio Maldonado, Painter 
Edgardo Maldonado, Musician 
Raúl A. Maldonado, Musician 


Ta world is full of welcome changes. In countries around 
the world, such as South Africa, scores of political prisoners are finally 
being released from years of often torturous and always unjust 
imprisonment. All who oppose incarceration for political beliefs 
welcome the opening of cell doors that should never again be shut. 

President Bush, you call these and other changes the onset of a 
new world order. We too are hopeful. Except for a glaring American 
exception to the example set by other countries. Today, eighteen 
Puerto Rican political activists languish in American prisons: 

. 


88462-024 
88971-024 
88973-024 
92152-024 
88974-024 


Pleasanton, CA 
Pleasanton, CA 
Pleasanton, CA 
Pleasanton, CA 
Pleasanton, CA 


Haydeé Beltrán 
Dylcia Pagán 

Ida Luz Rodríguez 
Alejandrina Torres 
Carmen Valentín 


92153-024 
88967-024 
92150-024 


Edwin Cortés 
Ricardo Jiménez 
Alberto Rodríguez 


Lewisburg, PA 
Lewisburg, PA 
Lewisburg, PA 


Roberto José Maldonado 
Juan E. Segarra Palmer 
Carlos Alberto Torres 
Antonio Camacho Negrón 
Elizam Escobar 

Oscar López Rivera 
Adolfo Matos 

Norman Ramírez Talavera 
Alicia Rodríguez 

Luis Rosa 


03588-069 
15357-077 
88976-024 
03587-069 
88969-024 
87651-024 
88968-024 
03171-069 
NO7157 

NO2743 


Fort Worth, TX 
Marianna, FL 
Talladega, AL 
Bradford, PA 
El Reno, OK 
Marion, IL 
Lompoc, CA 
Tucson, AZ 
Dwight, IL 
Menard, IL 


At Marion and other federal institutions they are compelled to 
survive under the cruelist of circumstances, circumstances that, if 
created by Mikail Gorbachev, would produce instant and justifiable 
outrage in the US. 

We—artists, musicians, composers, humanists, social scientists, 
writers and many other persons from the Puerto Rican community— 
appeal to you to free the eighteen Puerto Rican men and women. At 
once. And unconditionally. They are prisoners because of their 


de a 


lo be, in the words of a June, 1991 U.S. government 
"possession" of the United States. 

The synonym for possession is colony. That is what Congress- 
man Fred Crawford called Puerto Rico in 1950. And it is what 
Senator Paul Simon called Puerto Rico in 1990. Free the eighteen 
men and women who struggle to liberate their country from a 
colonialism that, along with unjust imprisonment, should be alien to 
the new world order we all long to see. 


report, a 


Sandra Rodríguez Beauchamp, 
Investigator 

Jorge E Beruff, Professor 
Vicente Rodriguez Nietzche, Poet 
Tito Rolón, Troubadour 

Ivette Rosado, Artist 

Marisa Rosado, Writer 

Efraín Rosado Pagán, Musician 
Hna. Rosario Rodríguez, Clergy 
Social Worker 

Pedro Juan Rúa, Professor 

Marta Sánchez Olmeda, Professor 
Juan Saéz Burgos, Lawyer and 
Poet 

Coqui Santaliz, Reporter and Poet 
Flora Santiago, Director Grupo 
Taoné 

Jalil Sued Badillo, Historian 
Hanna Toro, Actress, Compañía 
Cimarrón 

Ramonita Toro, Drama Teacher 
Francisco Torres Rivera, Social 
Psychologist 

Manuel Torres, Musician 

J.A. Torres Zayas, Social 
Psychologist 

Wenceslao Serra, Editor and Poet 
Juan S. Vázquez, Actor, Compañía 
Cimarrón 

Jesús Vera Irizarry, Reporter 
Silvia Viera, Professor and Linguist 
Miguel Angel Vilches, Artisan 
Gilberto Villegas, Musician 
Isabelo Zenón, Professor 


Pablo Marcano Garcia, Painter 
José A. Marti, Poet 

Carlos A. Martinez, Musician 

Iris Martínez, Actress and Producer 
Roberto Matos, Artist 

Francisco Matos Paoli, Writer 
Jesús M. Maisonet, Singer 

Rvdo. P. Pablo Maysonet Marrero, 
Priest 

Arturo Melóndez, Professor 

José Luis Méndez, Sociologist 
Rosa Meneses Albizu Campos, 
Lawyer 

Dolores Miranda, Psychologist 
Luis Nieves Falcón, iologist 
and Writer 

Vale Otomie, Clinical Psychologist 
Nieves Padilla de García, 
Professor 

Awilda Palau, Professor 

Angel Luis Pérez, Musician 
Marisocorro Pérez, Actress 
Alejandro Pérez Rojas, Teacher 
Saúl Pratts Ponce de León, 
Professor 

Carlos Quiles, Poet 

Angel Quintero Rivera, Sociologist 
Magaly Quifiones, Poet 

María Isabel Quiñones, 
Anthropologist 

Jorge Ramos Caro, Reporter 
Roberto Ramos Perea, Playwright 
Rafael Ramírez, Anthropologist 
Jorge C. Reyes, Musician 

Juan Carlos Rios Pérez, Lawyer 
Denis Mario Rivera, Artist 

José A. Rivera, Musician 

José Antonio Rivera Colón, 
Director, Grupo M: 

Pedro Rivera Toledo, Musician 
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Anniversary 
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l All Out To ; 
WASHINGTON, DC! 
International Day of Solidarity With 


Puerto Rican Independence and Puerto 
Rican Political Prisoners/POWs 













October 12, 1991 — 
12:00 p.m. 
Why are we going to Washington? 
* because Oct. 12 marks the date of Europe 
TS 

* because 499 years have passed and Puerto 


Rico is one of the last remaining colonial 
possesions in the world; 


* because since 1898, we have been a colony 
















Pata Puerto REID sell duticini- 
nation and independence. z 


AND TO DEMAND: 
© The release of all Puerto Rican Political = 
Prisoners and POWs. : 


-e An end to the legal proceedings against 
independentists in Hartford, Connecticut. 


















* Assylum for Puerto Rican patriots living in 
clandestinity or in exile. 






IN ADDITION... | 
*Thousands of signed ns dedii 
the release of our patriots will be submitted to 
.. Pres. Bush. 


Transportation: $60.00 per seat. Buses leave Friday, 
October 11, 1991 at 6:00 p.m. in front of the 
Puerto Rican Cultural Center, 

1671 N. Claremont, Chicago, IL. 

For more information, call 312/278-6706 

or 312/342-8023. — 
Partial list of sponsors: National Committee to Free 
Pui Riens of War, Free Puerto Rico Com- 
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EDICIÓN ESPECIAL 
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* ión Naci: 
Organo Oficial del Moy pon 








El 25 de julio en conmemoración del fuera del edificio. Como resultado 11 compañeros 
aniversario de la Invasión yanqui a Puerto Ricose — fueron arrestados (Maria Sánchez, Irma Romero, 
llevaron a cabo protestas en diferentes ciudades Lourdes Lugo, José Hernández, Rafael Marrero, 
en los EU. El próposito principal de dichas Scott Brinkman, Russell Brinkman, Susan McNish, E 
manifestaciones fue el protestar la presencia y Julie Mahmet, Mike Hannan y Mary Taylor) y algún lugar atria—E 
dominio de los EU en Puerto Rico y el exigir la muchos de ellos fueron maltratados y agredidos rado oct OS 
excarcelación incondicional de los Prisioneros - Fi O Rio 















legales que se 


realizan contra los ANALISTA POLÍTICO INVITADO 


arrestados del 30 de i 
Caso de Puerto Rico en la ONU: 
de 1985 los indepen- 
Manto. y exigr | La Resolución del Consenso | tenisiasorenes 


B a oo 

ns RON — Luis Nieves Falcón porosa de el EPB-Macheteros doride los compañeros 
er decisión. e 

nen ei RE La resolución del Comité de Descolonización | más de 40 efec- oa -o ; 


sobre Puerto Rico en este año de 1991 tiene como 
destinaje y/6 en el | base el principio del consenso. Elmismo seaciemta, | YOS del FBI Y | incida con el sexto aniversario del arresto de. 


exilio para que estos lo menos en esta ocasión, en dos premisas | aguaciles federa- | ¿stos y otros compañeros, a quienes se les acusa | 
puedan regresar a E rancillos, Primeramente, los Qobleinos que | les.Los 11 arres- he landosiina 










participar pública- jueven la resolución implicitamente reconocena | tados esperan 











mente en lalucha por ri =a ticos Punto pda all fueron citados 

laliberación nacional. | jugar, se acepta que todo principio ger] Para comparecer enla nc compañía 
En Chicagoalre- | negociable en aras de lograr una resolución que | ante un Magis- | Weis a CT. Dicho arresto ha 

dedor de 150 perso- obti preferentemente, un respaldo bia trado federal el 

nas participaron en = pie año PS peros MS de las | próximo 9 de 

un militante piquete icaciones modo de pensar. septiembre, 

frentealEdifcioFed- ren lpuao | 1991 a las 9:30 

eral en el centro dela de Puerto Rico resulta eens porque hay | am. en la corte 

ciudad. Se llevó a coincidencias, debido en partea factores coyunturales | federal de Chi- 

cabo un acto de | del momento, que los llevan a todos a concluir que | cago, 219 S. 

desobediencia civil (Véase página 2) E) Dearborn St., 

donde 17 personas, piso 24. 





evadiendo la seguri- En las ciudades 
dad del edificio pudieron llegar ala oficina del FBI de Filadelfia, Hartford, Patterson, Springfield, 
ubicadas en el piso 9 e hicieron una demostración Massachusetts, y Minneapolis se llevaron a cabo 
en el área de espera de la oficina. Varios manifestaciones frente alos edificios federales de 
compañeros pudieron penetrar a las oficinas, cadaciudad. En Hartford y Filadelfía un promedio 
donde exigieron las mismas demandas que se de 40-50 personas marcharon en sus respectivas 
enlamanifestaciónquetomabalugar ciudades. 
presentaban qi lug: > 
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La Resolución del Consenso/ 





Puerto Rico es una colonia y no ha 
ejercido su derecho a la libre 
determinación. Por eso, el 
gobernador de Puerto Rico puede 
en forma encubierta realizar 
esfuerzos a favor de la resolución la 
cual incluye elementos de su propia 
estrategía política en Puerto Rico, 
como lo es la cuestión del idioma. Es 
por eso, tambión, que los estadistas 
asumen püblicamente la defensa de 
la resolución y condenan la posición 
colonialista de los EU con respectoa 
Puerto Rico. La resolución ha sido 
adecuada para incluir elementos de 
suestrategía política en la isla, como 
lo es el reconocimiento de los 
esfuerzos de su presunto aliado, el 
Presidente Bush a favor de la libre 
determinación de Puerto Rico y, a la 
vez, hay una crítica sutil al Congreso 
de EU que tan severamente ha 
tratado la fórmula de la estadidad en 
las pasadas vistas sobre el plebiscito. 
Los independentistas, finalmente, 
logran una expresión sobre la 
participación de Puerto Rico en 
eventos internacionales y la 
confirmación de Puerto Ricoa ejercer 
su derecho a la libre determinación e 
independencia. 

consideración de los partidos 
políticos puertorriqueños como 
representantes genuinos de la 
expresión del Pueblo de Puerto Rico 
es una posición idéntica a la que 
asume el Congreso de los EU, la 
autoridad colonial máxima en la isla. 
Esa actuación del Comité de 
Descolonización, al igual que la del 
Congreso də EU, tiene por 
consecuencia la exclusión real de 
las fuerzas vivas del país según 


expresadas en las opiniones de 
izaciones cívicas, culturales y 
comunitarias. Son fuerzas aquienes 
los auspiciadores de la resolución 
están dispuestos a escuchar, 
no atomar en consideración. Ello se 
debe a que las posiciones de esas 
organizaciones son menos conser- 
vadoras, son más vanguardistas y, 
en el fondo, son fuerzas recu- 
peradoras representativas de un 
consenso revolucionario que está 
colocado en ición fundamental 
alos partidos tradicionalistas. Como 
resultado lo que predomina en la 
resolución es una posición de corte 
reformista la cual ayuda a explicar la 
exclusión total de la misma del clamor 
de la mejo de los deponentes, 
inclusive fos partidos políticos, a fa- 
yor de la excarcelación de los 
prisioneros políticos puertorriqueños 
y del cese del trato inhumano, cruel 
y degradante que los patriotas 
reciben en las prisiones norte- 
americanas, 

La posición de consenso, 
adicionalmente, coloca a cualquier 
principio en posición de absoluta 
negociación, porque la meta princi- 

es obtener una resolución. Por 
eso, los prisioneros políticos son 
omitidos. Su mención afecta la 
sensibilidad de algún posible 
auspiciador quien podría considerar 
dicho tema como un ataque 
demasiado fuerte a los EU. En 
consecuencia, el plano de las 
posibilidades reales ono, se convierte 
en un elemento auto-inhibitorio que 
esconde parte significativa de la 
tragedia colonial de Puerto Rico. La 
Situación, sin embargo, no se detiene 


Y En Boston... 


Boston, MA—Alrededor de 40 a 45 personas se congregaron al frente del 
edificio federal John F. Kennedy el 25 de julio para protestar contra el 
gobierno de EU y solidarizarse con la lucha por la independencia de Puerto 


Rico y con los Prisioneros Políticos y de Guerra Puertorriqueños. Mensajes 


Committee, un representante del N.E. Coali 
the Middle East, Agnes-Tamara Cornier de la Coordinadora Por la Auto- 





on to Stop U.S. Intervention in 


Determinación de Puerto Rico y Marta Rodríguez, representando el Comité 
Nacional Pro Libertad Prisioneros de Guerra Puertorriquefios. La 
manifestación también fue auspiciada por el Comité de Boston Pro Derechos 


Civiles de los Puertorriquefios, All 


Congress, Workers World, y el 


Comité de Mujeres Puertorriqueñas Myriam López Pérez. 
A continuación reproducimos el mensaje presentado por Marta 


Rodriguez. 


A nombre del Comité Nacional 
Pro Libertad Prisioneros de Guerra 
Puertorriqueños, quiero agradecer 
su presencia en esta manifestación. 
Estamos aquí porque queremos 
hacerle claro al gobierno de EU que 
no empece a sus crimenes en Irak, 
Panamá y Granada, seguimos en 
lucha en contra del colonialismo y la 
esclavitud. El pueblo puertorriquefio 
sigue siendo unas de las fuerzas de 
mayor reto para este gobierno. No 
descansaremos hasta ver logrado 
un sistema político que nos permita 
tratarnos como pueblos libres; un 
Sistema en donde no haya cabida 
para la desigualdad económica, el 
genocidio y la agresión militar. 

El 25 de julio, de 1898, los 
yanquis entraron a Puerto Rico atiro 
limpio y sin encomendarse a nadie. 
Desde entonces, se nos niega el 
derecho a tener nuestra propia 
moneda, alegislar sobre quien entra 
y sale de Puerto Rico, a controlar 
nuestros recursos naturales, aejercer 
nuestra propia defensa y a sentar 
nuestra propia política exterior. En 
fin, se nos niega a mandar sobre 
nuestras propias vidas. 

Desde la invasion, los 
norteamericanos no han buscado 
otra cosa que la destrucción de 
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nuestro pueblo, para así garantizar 
quenadiele disputesu dominio sobre 
nuestro territorio. Esto explica el 
desalojo de más de tres millones de 
boricuas de nuestro suelo, la 
esterilización de casi dos terceras 
parte de nuestras mujeres, el uso de 
nuestra gente en experimentos con 
drogas peligrosas, la destrucción de 
nuestro ambiente y recursos 
naturales mediante el uso del agente 
naranja, el mercurio, y otras 
substancias tóxicas, la encar- 
celación, las torturas y el asesinato 
de luchadores independentistas... 
De hecho, hoy es el décimotercer 
aniversario de los asesinatos de dos 
jóvenes independentistas a manos 
de la policía colonial en el Cerro 
Maravilla. Dichos asesinatos fueron 
ordenados por el FBI. No existe 
violencia mayor que la violación del 
derecho a la libertad de un pueblo. 
No hay acto más terrorista que el 
genocidio. Los norteamericanos no 
pueden negar que ellos son los 
autores de estos crímenes en Puerto 
Rico. 

Tenemos la suerte de que 
nuestro pueblo ha sido tenáz en su 
luchaporlalibertad. El mejor ejemplo 
de esa tenacidad se halla entre 
nuestros prisioneros políticos y de 





ahi. El inciso sobre el idioma quedó 
en posición de eliminación completa 
si algün posible auspiciador 
presentaba reparos. Por suerte, la 
objeción concreta sólo requirió la 
eliminación del concepto de 
reafirmación de la identidad 
latinoamericana de Puerto Rico. Y, 
se eliminó para satisfacer al 
consenso. Asimismo, secambiauna 
exhortación al Congreso de los EU 
por una expresión de confianza en 
q bros 
le descolonización Puerto Rico 
a tono con los p pios de derecho 
internacional. Contradicción máxima 
que nos obliga a confiar en la 
autoridad colonial absoluta de un. 
cuerpo que tradicionalmente se ha 
negado atomar iniciativa alguna que 
propicie un proceso de libre 
determinación para Puerto Rico. 
Todolo cualseignora parasatisfacer 
al consenso. 

El resultado total es una 
resolución híbrida, falta de carácter y 
que, desgraciadamente, convierte la 
opinión emitida por el Comité de 
Descolonización en una mescolanza 
similar alaquerutinariamente hemos 
relacionado con ese injerto político 
rito POM stado Libre 

. Tal pee CE 
Especial se ha estadolibrizado. 


Felicitaciones a los 
companeros Marcos 
Vilar y Nydia Rivera, 

por el nacimento de su 


preciosa hija Zulma 
Isabel, el pasado 12 de 
agosto, 1991. 


guerra. En estos momentos, diez y 
seis patriotas boricua se hayan en 
cárceles norteamericanas por actos 
relacionados a nuestra lucha 













guerra. Nue dentistas 
adicionales serán enjuiciados en 
Hartford, CT. Los yanquis los 
describen como terroristas, pero en 
realidad son tan nobles como los 
irlandeses que combaten la 
ocupación británica en su país o como 
aquellos que combatieron los 
crímenes de los nazis en Europa. 
Los compañeros tienen nuestro 
respeto y admiración porque 
defienden con sus vidas nuestro 
derecho a la libertad y a la 
sobreviviencia. 

Nos complace ver que la 
comunidad internacional esta más 
informada de nuestra situación colo- 
nial. En el 1972, el Comité de 
Descolonización de las ONU adoptó 
unaresolución apoyando el derecho 
de Puerto Rico a su auto- 
determinación. En diciembre de 
1990, un Tribunal Internacional halló 
a los EU culpable de actos de 
colonialismo y genocidio contra el 
pueblo puertorriqueño así como otros 
pueblos dentro de las fronteras de 
los EU. Ahora mismo, se están 
llevando a cabo manifestaciones 
comoestas en doceciudadesatravés 
de los EU, en el Japón, Okinawa, y 
en quince ciudades de Europa. 

Exhortamos al pueblo norte- 
americano y a los pueblos colo- 
nizados a que se nos unan a la 
Ofensiva 1992. Estaes una campaña 
internacional dirigida a conseguir la 
excarcelación de nuestros prisio- 
neros políticos y de guerra, así como 
la amnistía incondicional para 
nuestros patriotas en el exilio y el 
movimiento clandestino. 








Martorell en Chicago— . 

Para Conmemorar 
Arrestos 30 
de Agosto 


Chicago, IL—El vier- 
nes, 30 de agosto, Anto- 
nio Martorell, reconocido 
maestro de la gráfica 
puertorriqueña,visitóesta 
ciudad para dictar una 
conferencia en el Centro 
Cultural Ruiz Belvis sobre 
el desarrollo de la gráfica 
en nuestra patria. Dicha 
conferencia fue aus- 
piciada por el Colectivo 
Pensamiento Crítico con 
motivo de la conme- 
moración del sexto 
aniversario de los arrestos 
del30de agosto de” 1985. 

Cerca de un centenar 
de personas del quehacer 
político y cultural puer- 
torriquefio de la “ciudad 
de los vientos" asistió al 


pvo o og 


En Hartfordsecreó una coalición 
de organizaciones i istas 
y progresistas, que ayudaron y 
auspiciaron las demostraciones. 

En Nueva York, manifestaron 
más de 200 personas trente al Edificio 








solidaridad con nuestros patriotas 
encarcelados, los prisioneros de 
guerra y presos políticos puerto- 
rriqueños y con la independencia de 
Puerto Rico. Aunque hubo 
momentos de intenciones para 
intimidar a los manifestantes por la 
alta presencia policiaca, y latomade 
película desde el tercer piso, los 
manifestantes continuaron sus 
consignas militantes mientras 
ondeaba las muchas banderas 
puertorriqueñas a solas. Se veía 
desde la distancia los cruzacalles 
con mensajes políticos y personas 
con camisetas del Maestro Pedro 
Albizu Campos. Bajo la llovizna, se 
llevó el piquete por más de dos horas 
y después se marchó por las 
comunidades del bajo Manhattan 
hacia Tompkins Square Park 
logrando paralizar el transito pesado 
de esas horas donde estaban en 
filas más de 75 policias. 

Los oradores principales fueron 
Julio Rosado Ayala del Movimiento 
de Liberación Nacional Puerto- 
rriqueño, Nelson Ramírez del Comité 
de Afirmación Puertorriqueña y Frank 
Velgara del U.S.-Puerto Rico Soli- 
darity Network. Julio Rosado habló 
sobre la importancia de la movi- 
lización a Washington, DC en el 12 
de octubre, la cual en estos mo- 
mentos merece ser prioridad del 
independentismo y para toda per- 
sona progresista y anticolonialista. 

La manifestación fue auspiciada 
por el Comité Timón Pro-Marcha del 
octubre 12, que está compuesta de 
varias organizaciones independen- 
tistas y progresistas. 
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¡Miles de 
Gracias! 
¡¡¡Llegamos 
a los $10,000!!! 
Aún nos 
faltan $6,000 


Chicago, IL—El sábado 17 de agosto, centenares de miembros de la 
comunidad puertorriqueña de West Town/Humboldt Park asistieron al Mini 
Festival del Pueblo, auspiciado por el Centro Cultural Puertorriqueño Juan 
Antonio Corretjer. Este magno evento duró más de 6 horas e incluyó comida 
típica, müsica en vivo, concursos de baile, oratoria, conga y patinetas, 
ventas en kioscos y entretenimiento para todas las edades. 

El Mini Festival forma parte de una serie de actividades que realiza el 
Centro Cultural Puertorriqueño Juan Antonio Corretjer en estos momentos 
para recaudar $16,000. Este dinero subsanará los gastos de la instalación 
de un nuevo sistema de calefacción que las autoridades gubernamentales 
de la ciudad de Chicago le exigen al Centro para la continuación de algunos 
de sus programas comunitarios. Estos incluyen, entre otros, a saber: un 
centro de cuido diurno, una escuela superior puertorriqueña, un programa 
de enseñanza para adultos, una clínica alternativa para personas con SIDA, 
y la biblioteca con la colección puertorriqueña de afiches, libros y arte más 
grande en los Estados Unidos. 

Hasta el momento, gracias a la cooperación generosa de la comunidad 
en las colectas hechas en las calles del área arriba mencionada, a la venta 
de pinchos y de bagatelas, y al "Bowl-a-Rama', asi como también, por 
donaciones de individuos y comercios, el Centro ha logrado recaudar 
$10,000 de los $16,000 proyectados, ¡en menos de un mes! 

Aún restan $6,000 por recaudar. Exhortamos a todos nuestros lectores 
a enviar donaciones al 1671 N. Claremont, Chicago, IL 60647. Sus 


Necesita! 





LA COMUNIDAD PUERTORRIQUEÑA 
CELEBRA MINI-FESTIVAL DEL PUEBLO 


















nel Mi 


PUERTORRIQUEÑOS EXIGEN CAMBIO DE NOMBRE 
¡De CALLE Division A CALLE PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS 


Chicago,IL—Un amplio Dr. Pedro Albizu Campos es, sin 


puertorriqueña. Murió el 21 de abril /a comunidad puertorriqueña de Chi- 


comité compuesto por negociantes, duda alguna, el puertorriqueño mejor - de 1965. Más personas asistieron a cago,” expresó Daniel Ramos, 


religiosos, políticos, y lideres conocido através del mundo entero. 
comunitarios y cívicos puerto- Muchoslo han 
rriqueños se ha organizado para comparado 
exigir y tramitar el cambio de nombre con Thomas 
de la Calle Division, entre las Jefferson y 
Avenidas Damen y Kedzie, a Calle Ghandi." Este 
Pedro Albizu Campos; nombre del año, a través 
ilustre patriota puertorriqueño. El de distintos 
pasado martes 25 de julio, los paises lati- 
Concejales Jesús García y Luis — noamericanos, 
Gutiérrez presentaron formalmente y muy en par- 
una petición para el cambio de ticular en 
nombre dedicha calle, antealComité Puerto Rico, 
de Transportación y Vías Públicas se realizarán 
de la Ciudad de Chicago. Asuvez, gestiones 
El Comité Pro- Celebración del para recordar 
i ici a este insigne 

hará una patriota en el 
presentación frente aeste organismo, centenario de 
sobre la vida y obra del gran patriota su natalicio, 





su entierro que a cualquier otroenla negociante y ex-Presidente del 
historia de Comité de la Parada Puertorriqueña 
Puerto Rico. El en Chicago. 

Comité Pro- “Estamos tan convencidos 
Celebracióndel que el cambio de nombre va a 
Centenario del hacerse realidad, que ya estamos 
Nataliciodel Dr. organizando un día de fiesta— 
Pedro Albizu domingo, 15 de septiembre—en el 
Campos haini- cual cerraremos parte de la Calle Dr. 
ciadounacam- Pedro Albizu Campos para tener una 
paña de reco- Celebración del, por y para el pueblo 
lecta de firmas puertorriqueño en Chicago,” con- 
en peticiones cluyó Zulma Ortiz, maestra de la 
para el cambio Escuela Superior Roberto Clemente. 
de nombre de Como parte dela celebración 
la calle en del día 15 de septiembre, estarán 
cuestión. “Ha con nosotros, directamente desde 
sidoincreiblela Puerto Rico, la Heroína Nacionalista 
respuesta de Lolita Lebrón y el reconocido 
losnegociantes Cantautor de música folklórica, 


Dr. Pedro Albizu Campos, el 
miércoles, 28 de agosto a las 10:00 
am. 

En su presentación frente al 
Comité , el Concejal Gutiérrez recalcó 
que: “Dr Pedro Albizu Campos es la 
figura central en el Puerto Rico del 
Siglo XX. El es, quizás, la figura 
central de la historia de Puerto Rico. 


que será el12 

de Septiem- 

bre de1991. El Dr. Pedro Albizu 
Campos fue una de las figuras 
políticas más importantes del siglo 
XX. Fue graduado de la Universidad 
de Harvard, y se destacó como 
abogado, orador, filósofo, organi- 
zador político y defensor de la nación 


la calle en relación al cambio de 
nombre. La gran mayoría recibe con 
brazos abiertos la idea de darle el 
nombre del lider puertorriqueño más 
importante de todos los tiempos a un 
sector de la calle Division, el cual ha 
sido históricamente una fuente de 
vivienda y desarrollo económico para 


y residentes de Andrés Jiménez "El Jibaro”, con los 


Hermanos Colón-Zayas, quienes 
presentarán su nuevo concierto "Cien 
Años con Albizu"—para unirse a la 
comunidad puertorriqueña de Chi- 


cago. 


















Nombre y su profesión: 

Mi nombre es Margarita Mergal. 
Llevo ya como 30 años en la lucha 
independentista y socialista en 
Puerto Rico. En este momento no 
pertenezco a ningún partido político 
pero estoy trabajando como 
profesora de Ciencias Sociales en la 
Facultad de Estudios Generales en 
la Universidad de Puerto Rico, 
Recinto de Rio Piedras, donde he 

























También estoy trabajando con la 
Organización Puertorriqueña de Ja 
Mujer Trabajadora (OPMT) y con 
Ofensiva '92. 


Describanos brevemente el 
objetivo de su visita a los Estados 
Unidos. 

Yohevenidoalos EU para hacer 
unas giras para promover la 
excarcelación de nuestros presos 
políticos y prisloneros de guerra. Por 
el otro lado, estoy tratando de hacer 
un trabajo de historia oral con las 
mujeres prisioneras políticas y 
prisioneras de guerra en 
Plesasanton, California y en Dwight, 
Illinois, Este trabajo es un trabajo de 
historia oral donde lo que queremos 
es publicar lo nuevo en Puerto Rico 
paraquelos puertorriqueños puedan 
ver y comprender cual es 
exactamente la situación de una 
mujer que esta presa precisamente 
no por que haya cometido ningün 
crimen sino por haber querido de- 
fender la independencia de Puerto 
Rico. 


¿Cúal es su impresión del 
Negociado de Prisiones y del 
sistema penal en los EU al negarle 
visita con las PDG y PP? 
Elprocesoatravés del Ministerio 
de Justicia de los EU y del Buró 
Federal de Prisiones que está 
vinculado a este Ministerio de Justicia 
essumamente complejo, sumamente 
difícil. Era de suponer que fuera así 
porque el gobierno de los EU ha 
encarcelado estas mujeres pre- 
cisamente porque no quieren que 
ellas se comuniquen con su 
comunidad, y si uno quiere entrar a 
esta prisión, si uno quiere romper 
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ese cerco tan terrible 
que les han tendido 
puesentonces hay que 
seguir toda una serie 
de procedimientos 
sumamente complejos 
y hemos estado en 
esto, comunicándonos 
continuamente con las 
autoridades federales 
y estatales para que 
nos permitan comuni- 
carnos con las presas 
y hacer este tipo de 
trabajo. Ellos nos han 
puesto todo una serie 
de impedimentos de 
orden burocrático. 


Háblenos de la 
coyuntura delalucha 
actual en su país. 

Es muy importante 
notar como el movi- 
miento obrero se mantiene en pie de 
lucha. La victoria contra la propuesta 
privatización de la telefónica me 
parece que fue un buen ejemplo de 
como esa lucha obrera se mantiene 
vigente y en pie de lucha en la calle. 
Nosotros movilizamos cientos de 
miles de trabajadores para protestar 
porlapropuestaventa de latelefónica 
y se hizo un paro general y 

alizamostodoel pais por 24 horas. 








pues naturalmente seguimos en 
nuestras luchas independentistas a 
veces marchando unidos como en lo 
de la venta de la telefónica, otras 
veces cada quien en lo suyo como 
en la lucha de plebiscito en que nos 
dividimos y algunos grupos 
independentistas pensábamos que 
eramejorno participar en ese proceso 
tan engañoso del plebiscito, pero 
otros grupos independentistas como 
el PIP decidieron si participar. En fin 
decuenta pasó loque dijimosalgunos 
de nosotros desde un principio, que 
la engañifa del plebiscito murió en 
comité en el Congreso porque eso 
realmente no tenía razón de ser en 
estemomento. Eratodounaengañita 
propagandística que se habiatratado 
de montar en Puerto Rico. 

Además de ese tipo de lucha 
política estamos envueltas en luchas 
ambientalistas, anti-militaristas y por 
la paz. Estas luchas anti-militaristas 
y por la paz cobraron mucho auge. 
También están envueltos los grupos 
religiosos de la teologia de la 
liberación en todo tipo de trabajo en 
las comunidades. De manera que 
por diferentes vías, en diferentes 
formas estamos muy envueltos en 
todas las fases de lucha que podamos 
desarrollar. El trabajo con la 
liberación de los presos políticos y 
los prisioneros de guerra me parece 
fundamental porque nos ofrece a los 
independentistas puertorriqueños 
una oportunidad muy bella paralograr 
hacer un trabajo en comunión, en 
comunicación con otros grupos de la 
comunidad que no necesariamente 
son independentistas, pero que si 
están dispuestos a apoyar este tipo 
de lucha por razones humanitarias. 
Todas las personas que luchan por 





la justicia no están dentro del 


Nueva Delhi en la India. Alli también 
volveré otra vez a dar a conocer el 
caso de nuestros prisioneros politicos 
y de guerra. De manera, que tanto a 
nivel de Puerto Rico, como a nivel de 
EU, como a nivel internacional yo 
creo que es muy importante movilizar 
la campaña para que todas aquellas 
personas en todas partes del mundo 
que se sientan conmovidas por esta 
grave injusticia, pongan también su 
granito de arena y ayuden en la 
campaña para la excarcelación de 


movimiento independentista. Tam- «los presos. Alinterior de Puerto Rico 


bién en otros movimientos hay per- 
sonas que pueden movilizarse a 
respaldar estetipo de planteamiento. 
Ala misma vez me parece importante 
la campaña para la excarcelación de 
los presos enla medidaenque pueda 
desarrollar mas lazos de unidad al 
interior del movimiento indepen- 
dentista mismo. 


¿Cómo ve Ud. la lucha de la mujer 
en su país? 

La mujer puertorriqueña ha 
estado presente siempre en la lucha. 
Por un lado, en la lucha diaria para 
mejorar las condiciones de vida tan 
terribles dentro delas cualestenemos 
que vivir como producto del 
capitalismo ahora y del colonialismo 
de siempre y por el otro lado en la 
lucha política, en la lucha política 
independentista y ahora socialista. 
Ahoralas mujeres estánorganizadas 
no solamente al interior de todos los 
partidos, los de izquierda y los de 
derecha, están organizadas también 
al interior de sus sindicatos, en 
secretarias de asuntos sindicales, 
femeninos, sino que también están 
organizadas en universidades, en 


mujeres están organizadas por el 
gobierno a través de las comisiones 


comonivelestatal y la eres está 
organizadas también en varios 
centros para darle ayuda a la mujer. 
Por ejemplo, el Centro para Ayuda a 
Victimas de Violación y centros como 
la Casa Julia de Burgos, que son 
para mujeres golpeadas. Las mujeres 
también estamos organizadas dentro 
del movimiento independentista en 
los partidos y movimientos indepen- 
dentistas y en organizaciones 
autónomas como Taller Salud, que 
estudia principalmente los problemas 
de la salud de la mujer; como la 
Organización Puenorriqueña de la 
Mujer Trabajadora que trabaja 
fundamentalmente con mujeres 
obreras y los problemas de la mujer 
obrera; y organizaciones como 
Feministas en Marcha. 


¿Cómo podrá Ud/su colectivo 
contribuir al desarrollo de la 
campañapro-excarcelación de los 
prisioneros políticos y de guerra 
puertorriqueños? 

Me parece que pueden ayudar 
dando a conocer la situación de 
nuestros presos. Podemos ayudar 
en campañas internacionales como 
laqueyo estoy llevando acabo ahora 
mismo, que estoy ahora mismo en 
los EU, he estado en el mes de junio 
en un taller sobre capacitación para 
derechos humanos del servicio 
universitario mundial en Costa Rica. 
Ese fue un taller que recogió perso- 
nas de todo Centro América y el 
Caribe, y México. Alli tuve 
oportunidad para hablar sobre el 
asunto de los presos. Ahora en 
septiembre voy a un taller 
internacional donde se van a reunir 
compañeros luchadores de Asia, 
Africa, América Latina y Europa en 


centros de estudios, de género. Las ` 


también hay mucho trabajo de 
organización que se están llevando 
a cabo, organizando comités de 
solidaridad a través de todo. 
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representan la posición política 
por consenso del MLN. 
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| El Colectivo de 
La Patria Radical 
desea extender 
sus más expresivas 
felicitaciones 
A: 


Isa Rodríguez 


& 
Billy Ocasio 


En Su Boda Efectuada 
El Sábado, 31 de agosto 


¡Que Sean Muy 
Felices Juntos, 
compañeros! 
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De Pie 
Y En Lucha 


Organo Teórico del Movimiento de Liberación Nacional Puertorriqueño (MLN) 
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Exigencia Libertad Incondicional 
Prisioneros Políticos y de Guerra 
Tema Unitario en la O.N.U. 


ES cu Hestacción: Otra vez más, se presentó el caso colonial de Puerto 
Rico frente al Comite 'scolonización. 58 personas representando diversos 
grupos hicieron uso de la palabra, incluyendo un nutrido grupo de estadoístas, 
encabezados por elpresidente del PNP, Pedro Roselló. Es curioso notar en 
todas sus presentaciones éstos acufiaron el discurso independentista de que 
Puerto Fico es una colonia y reclaman que la ONU intervenga para resolver la 
cuestión del status de la isla. 

Todas las ponencias independentistas, desde la del PIP hasta la de las 
Logias Masónicas reclamaron la excarcelación de nuestros patriotas 
encarcelados. Pero, como plantease el compañero Juan Mari Brás en un 
análisis sobre el debate de este año en la ONU *...Como era de esperarse, al 
rne i rari d correspondió perder también uno ge sus objetivos de este 

io, que pedido sobre los presos politicos. En aras de la amplitud 
del espíritu de ón onírontación que =e eta 


enelC 
la propuesta sobre los presos políticos. Sin embargo, el reclamo se popularizó 
ampliamente durante la discusión del caso puertorriqueño este año. 

Asi fue que empezó a manfestarse el apoyo a los Presos Nacionalistas en 
la década de los años hasta que finalmente se pudo incluir en una 
OE TN 1978 y se logró la liberación delos patriotas encar: 
en a 

Este año el caso de 
Puerto Rico se convirtió en 

















Sonia Rivera, Comisión Política 
del Movimiento de Liberac 
Nacional Puertorriqueño 





Señor Presidente, Distinguidos Delegados 
Minombre es Sonia Rivera. Me acompaña Onelia Pérez. Ambas somos 









A CO a ae ded 
y religiosas—comunistas, nacionalistas y 
Social-demócratas—pero que concuerdan en la prioridad de hacer la republica. 
de Puerto Rico. Una república justa para los humana para 
todos, y dignificada por los instrumentos sociales del socialismo. 
Deseamos comenzar dándole las gracias por esta oportunidad de una 
vez más expresar nuestra 
opiniónsobre el tema de Puerto 





UU RE ei = == 
países caribeños ya que 
Venezuela presentó la 
resolución y Cuba y Trinidad- 
Tobago la apoyaron. 
unque las ponencias 
presentadas por el in- 
dependentismo este año 
fueron todas de altura, por 
cuestiones de espacio no 
podemos reproducirlas 
todas. Hemos seleccionado 
las saree, por el énfasis 
que hacen en la excar- 
celación de los prisioneros 





Rico. Recojemos la alegría 
| general de todo buen 
puertorriqueño de ver al 
compañero Ricardo Alarcón 
Quesadaocupar lapresidencia 
de este Comité y hacemos 
reconocimiento por este medio 
al heróico e inquebran- 
tablemente combatiente pueblo 
y gobierno cubano, espina 
dorsal de nuestro continente 





políticos y de guerra 
puertorriqueños. luy en 
especial, queremos anotar 


que dos jóvenes inde- 
pendentistas puertorriqueños 
nacidos y criados en los 
Estados Unidos fueron 
invitados acomparacer frente 
al comité. Nos enorgullece 
reproducir las ponencias de 
la Rev. Annie González de la 
Iglesia Metodista Unida y la 
e Billy Ocasio, jóven 
luchador en la comunidad 
puertorriqueña de Chicago. 
Sentimos mucho no 
poder incluir la elocuente y 
precisa onencia del 
Concejal Luis Gutiérrez, 
Presidente Pro-Temp de la 
Asamblea Municipal de Chi- 
cago, quien fuese la persona 
con el rango político más alto 
de los puertorriqueños en los 





| no incluiría una claúsura sobre la excarcelación de nuestros prisioneros políticos y de 


L los predios y se les negó la entrada. 


Por Exigir Libertad Patriotas Encarcelados 
ArrestanIndependentistas En La O.N.U. 


Ciudad de Nueva York—Con un espíritu desafiante, y de verdadera militancia, 
dos compañeros independentistas, Marvin García y Nery Mangual, montaron una 
protesta en la galería del Comité de los 24 cuando se debatía el caso de Puerto Rico, 
el pasado mártes 13 de agosto. Los compañeros en forma espontánea se pusieron de 
pie, desplegaron una bandera puertorriqueña grande y con mucho fervor exclamaron 
¡Libertad para los Prisioneros Políticos y de Guerra Puertorriqueños! Este acto 
de protesta se dio cuando se supo que la resolución final sobre el caso de Puerto Rico 


guerra puertorriquefios—aunque para la misma había casi unanimidad de parte de 
muchos sectores que intervinieron en el debate, incluyendo al Sr. Fernando Martinez 
(PIP), la Rep. Zayda (Cucusa) Hernández (Vice-Presidenta del PNP), Juan Mari Brás 
(Causa Comün), José Hilton Soltero (Comité de Puerto Rico en la ONU), el Dr. Luis 
Nieves Falcón (Ofensiva '92) y Carlos Gallisá (Secretario General del PSP). 

Luego de una trifulca en que fueron agredidos los compañeros, y un reportero 
puertorriqueño, por parte de la policia de la ONU, se produjo la expulsión de éstos de 








en lucha y magnífico ejemplo 
dirigente de compromiso 
ideológico con la ardua tarea 
proletaria de levantar un mundo 
libre de explotados y 
explotadores. 

Eltema de Puerto Rico se 
ha alargado ya por más de dos 
décadas en las Naciones 
Unidas. Aveces parecequese 
ha convertido en rito de este 
Comité escuchar nuestras 
voces y reportar a la Asamblea 
General, la cual recoje y 
aprueba vuestro informe sin 
mayor discusión. El gobierno 
de Washington hace caso 
omiso de vuestras resoluciones 
y voluntades demostrando asi, 


Estados Unidos que hiciera presentación frente al Comité Especial. Elcompañero 
le entregó formalmente a dicho cuerpo la resolución aprobada por unanimidad 
en la Asamblea Municipal donde se reclama la intervención de la ONU en 
Cea tere proceso descolonizante que se realize en relación a Puerto Rico. 

Incluimos además, el anuncio por Ofensiva '92 que fuese publicado para 
coincidir con el debate del caso de to Rico en la ONU en dos de los rotativos 
de mayor circulación de la urbe niuyorquina El Diario/La Prensa y el semanario 

pacto. 


como lo ha hecho por medio de las más flagrantes violaciones de los 
derechos de los pueblos en repetidas ocasiones, su desdén por quienes no 
tienen el poderío económico y militar para hacer valer, por medio de la fuerza 
bruta, su política. 

Al independentismo puertorriqueño no se nos escapa esta lección de 
que lamentablemente la fuerza armada es un medio de hacer valer la política 


(Véase página 6) 
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“El gobierno de los Estados 
Unidos criminaliza y encar- 
cela a personas envueltas 
en las luchas por la libre 
determinación.” 








Honorable Presidente del 
Comité Especial, distin- 
guidos miembros. Minombre 
es Luis Nieves Falcón, y me 
dirijo a ustedes como 
coordinador de la campaña 
a favor de la liberación de los 
prisioneros políticos puerto- 
rriqueños en las cárceles y 
prisiones de los Estados 
Unidos. 

Me permito traer ante la 
consideración del Comité el 
problema de la represión 
política en Puerto Rico. La 
cuestión no es extraña para 
ustedes según evidenciado 
en las resoluciones emitidas 
por este cuerpo. Es así que 
en la resolución del 12 de 
septiembre de 1978 el 
Comité Especial considera 
que las persecuciones, 
hostigamientos, y medidas 


objetope 
organizaciones y personas 
que luchan por la 
independencia constituyen 
violaciones de los derachos 
nacionales del pueblo 
puertorriqueño a la libre 
determinación y ila 
independencia. 

En su resolución del 15 
de octubre de 1979, El 
Comité concluye que .../a 
intensificación de la perse- 
cución, hostigamiento y 
medidas represivas a que 
han sido sometidas las 
organizaciones e individuos 
que luchan por la inde- 
pendencia...constituye una 
grave violación al derecho 
inalienable del pueblo" e 
inmediatamente procede a 
condenar dicha persecución, 
hostigamiento y medidas 
represivas...a que han sido 
sometidas las organiza- 
ciones e individuos que 
luchan por la independencia 
y autodeterminación del 
pueblo de Puerto Rico... 

El 18 de agosto de 1980 
El Comité preocupado por la 
intensificación de la perse- 
cución y el hostigamiento y 
las medidas represivas de 
que son objeto organiza- 
ciones y personasque luchan 
porlos derechos inalienables 
del pueblo puertorriqueño 
procede nuevamente a 
condenar dicha conducta por 
parte de los Estados Unidos. 

El 24 de agosto de 1983, 
El Comité preocupado 
asimismo por la intensi- 
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ficación de las medidas 
represivas adoptadas contra 
las fuerzas independentistas 
de Puerto Rico, incluidas las 
actividades del Gran Jurado 
Federal, que es utilizado por 
los Estados Unidos como 
instrumento de presión e 
intimidación contra los 
patriotas puertorriqueños 
procede a exigir la sus- 
pensión detodas las medidas 
represivas adoptadas contra 
las fuerzas independentistas 
de Puerto Rico... 
El 11 de agosto de 1987, 
El Comité toma nota de /a 
¡general por las 
recientas revelaciones, 
avaladas por decisiones 
judiciales y por declaraciones 
de la actual administración 
del territorio, de que ha 
existido durante décadas una 





oficial contra decenas de 
miles de independentistas 
puertorriqueños, en flagrante 
violación de sus derechos 
civiles y politicos. El 15 de 
agosto de 1988 El Comité 
toma nota nuevamente de la 
misma situación. 

El 17 de agosto de 1989 
El Comité recuerda las 
resoluciones aprobadas en 
1987 y 1988 que incluyen los 
incisos referentes a la 
persecución política. 

Las conclusiones del 
Comité Especial son con- 
firmadas por el Tribunal de 
los Pueblos celebrado en 
Barcelona del 27 al 29 de 
enero de 1989, el cual 
concluye que Los Estados 
Unidos ha usado una 
variedad de tácticas de 
dudosa legitimidad para 
atacar las actividades de los 
activistas puertorriqueños, 
incluyendo cargos de cons- 
piración, investigaciones del 
Gran Jurado, arrestos 
paramilitares, asesinatos... y 
repetida brutalidad policíaca. 

Más recientemente, un 
Tribunal Internacional, 
celebrado en Nueva York en 
diciembre de 1990 concluyó, 
entre otras cosas, lo 
Siguiente: En las cárceles y 
prisiones de los Estados 
Unidos hay un nümero 
sustancial de prisioneros 
políticos y prisioneros de 
guerra. Estos prisioneros 
han sido encarcelados por 
su oposición a políticas y 








acciones de los Estados 
Unidos queson ilegales tanto 
bajo el derecho nacional 
como internacional, inclu- 
yendo el derecho a la libre 
determinación...El gobierno 
de los Estados Unidos 
criminaliza y encarcela a 
personas envueltas en las 
luchas por la libre deter- 
minación. 

Tal es la situación de 18 
hombres y mujeres puer- 
torriqueños encarcelados en 
prisiones norteamericanas 
por defender el derecho de 
Puerto Rico a su libre 
determinación e indepen- 


dencia. El trato que reciben . 


los prisioneros puertorri- 
queños, de acuerdo a dicho 
Tribunal Internacional cons- 
tituye tortura y tratamiento 
cruel, inhumano y degra- 
dante en violación al Artículo 
6 de la Declaración Univer- 
sal de Derechos Humanos y 
violatorio de la mayoria de 
los Estándares Mínimos para 
el Trato de Prisioneros 
adoptados por las Naciones 
Unidas. 

En vista de que estos 18 
hombres y mujeres están 
encarcelados como resul- 
tado de la persecución 





Ponencia del MLN en la 


de un pueblo. Asi entendido 
queremos recordarles que el 
pueblo puertorriqueño, por 
medio de uno de sus 
vehiculos principales, las 
Fuerzas Armadas de 
Liberación Nacional (FALN) 
también se reserva el 
derecho de naciones de 
utilizar este instrumento para 
adelantar su auto-deter- 
minación e independencia, 
conciente que tales formas 
de luchas encierran el peligro 
de muerte y heridas a las 
poblaciones civiles. 
Enelpresente, y con muy 
pocas excepciones, la 
voluntad del diálogo y el 
deseo de paz de nuestro 
pueblo, ha resultado en un 
énfasis en las negociaciones 
entre Puerto Rico y los EU 
hacia la resolución de la 


! cuestión colonial de Puerto 


Rico. Este diálogo tiene 
como único fin el lograr la 
descolonización de nuestra 
patria; la excarcelación de 
nuestros presos políticos y 
prisioneros de guerra; la 
reintegración a nuestra 
sociedad soberana y 
puertorriqueña de los per- 
seguidos políticos obligados 
al clandestinaje o al exilio; y 
el cese del hostigamiento y 
procesos judiciales contralos 
ocho compañeros y com- 


prosigue encontra delos que 
sostienen el derecho a la 
independencia de Puerto 
Rico, solicitamos que “este 
Comité, teniendo en 
consideración: 

a) ladeclaración final delos 
países no alineados de 
septiembre de 1988, párrafo 
220, en el cual reiteran su 
preocupación por las 
informaciones relativas al 
encarcelamiento de patriotas 
puertorriqueños por el 
gobierno de EU tanto en ese 
pals como en Puerto Rico, y 
le instaron a que respetase 
los derechos políticos y 
civiles de todos los patriotas 
puertorriqueños. 

b) la sentencia del Tri- 
bunal Internacional que 
concluye que los comba- 
tientes puertorriqueños que 
han reclamado status de 
prisioneros de guerra tienen 
derecho a no ser juzgados 
por las cortes de los EU sino 
a ser protegidos bajo la 
Convención de Ginebra. 
Creemos que aquellos 
prisioneros que han sido 
ilegalmente encarcelados y 


.criminalizados por 10 años o 


más deben recibir libertad 
incondicional o por lo menos 










Con 





pañeras en el caso judicial 
de Hartford, Connecticut, y 
contra otros. A estos fines 
pedimos que ustedes in- 
tegren a su resolución un 
pedido de excarcelación de 
nuestros presos políticos y 
de guerra ya adelantado por 
el Partido Independentista 
Puertorriqueño. Nosotros, 
que hemos elaborado el 
consenso de apoyo a un 
párrafo a añadirse a la 
resolución, llamando por la 
excarcelación de los presos, 
protestamos su exclusión de 
la resolución ya puesta ante 
ustedes. 

Se habla ahora de la 
celebración de los 500 años 
que han transcurrido desde 
que Europa inició la 
colonización de nuestro 
continente americano. Los 
gobiernos europeos y 
norteamericanos le llaman *el 
encuentro entre dos cu- 
lturas.” Nosotros le llama- 
mos los 500 afios de 
genocidio, esclavitud, explo- 
tación, y miseria que Europa 
le ha impuesto a la masa de 
pobres blancos, negros -e 
indigenas en nuestro con- 
tinente. Pero véase como se 
vea, el 1992 será el año en 
que los ojos del mundo 
estarán atentos a los des- 
arrollos en nuestro 


neutral. 

c) la resolución de la 
Iglesia Unida de Cristo de 
que se conceda amnistía 
inmediata e incondicional a 
todoslos prisioneros políticos 
puertorriqueños. 

d) el reclamo de la 
comunidad por la excar- 
celación de los patriotas 
puertorriquefios. 

Resuelva: 

a) Reiterarsu petición al 
gobierno de los EU del 15 de 
agosto de 1979 y del 18 de 
agosto de 19804 los fines de 
que permita que una misión 
investigadora del Comité 
Especial visite Puerto Rico 
para reunir todos los datos 
pertinentes, con inclusión 
especialmente de informa- 
ción relativa a las 
persecuciones, el hostiga- 
miento y la represión de 
patriotas puertorriqueños. 

b) Solicite del gobierno 
de los EU Ja inmediata 
excarcelación delos patriotas 
puertorriqueños encarce- 
lados o permita que se 
transfieran a un país neutral 
o se les permita ir al exilio a 
un pais en disposición de 
concederle asilo político. 

Estas peticiones con 
cónsonas con los objetivos 
que orientaron la creación 
del Comité Especial, con su 
propias resoluciones sobre 
Puerto Rico y con la justicia y 
solidaridad quenecesitan los 
pueblos queluchan en contra 
del colonialismo. 





continente. 

Los EU tienen una gran 
oportunidad, sea ya por 
iniciativa de su cuerpo 
ejecutivo, el legislativo, o el 
judicial, para liquidar su 
prejuiciosa falta de respeto y 
justicia, su agresión y burlaa 
las repüblicas de nuestro 
continente declarando su 
intención de descolonizar a 
Puerto Rico y permitirle que 
ejerzasu derecho aser parte 
dela gran familiade naciones 
latinoamericanas e hispano- 
parlantes de nuestro con- 
tinente. Lo puede lograr en 
el 1992. No sería justo 
pedirle, argumentarle e 
insistirle al pueblo puerto- 
rriqueño que tenga más 
paciencia después de este 
año. 

¿Qué puede hacer este 
cuerpo y qué pueden hacer 
los paises latinoamericanos, 
los paises del Movimiento de 
los No Alineados, los países 
amantes de la auto-deter- 
minación de los pueblos, los 
paises anti-colonialistas y 
anti-imperialistas? ¿Qué 
pueden hacer los paises en 
las Naciones Unidas? 

En un mundo ya tan 
rebajado en cuanto a su 
humanidad, sus principios de 
justicia y su honestidad, le 

(Véase página 8) 
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RAFAEL CANCEL MIRANDA, 


UNITARY COMMITTEE AGAINST REPRESSION 
(Aba) 





Mr. President, Distinguished Delegates 
of the Decolonization Committee: 

My name is Rafael Cancel Miranda, 
and | represent the Unitary Committee 
Against Repression and in Defense of 
Political Prisoners. Our committee is an 
organization that has dedicated itself, for 
the last 11 years, to openly denounce 
andstruggle against repression in Puerto 
Rico and to fight for the rights and free- 
dom of our politica! prisoners and Prison- 
ers of War. 

As noted in previous declarations to 
this committee, we come from a country 
where political consensus has been im- 
posed by means of persecution, harass- 
ment, imprisonment, murder and/or ex- 
ile, against those men and women who 
with unbreakable will, have led the 
struggle against colonialism. 

We come from aLatin American and 
Caribbean country that has attained, with 
its resistance, commitment and struggle 
for freedom the prerogative to insist that 
our right to self determination and inde- 
pendence be guaranteed and respected, 
the right to see the release of our free- 
dom fighters, and to demand that all 
repression and aggression against them 
be ended. 

From this militant and unredeemed 
Puerto Rico we again return to this forum 
to remind you, in the spirit of Bolivar, 
Martí and Albizu Campos, that the politi- 
cal destiny of our nation is closely related 
to the credibility, prestige and strength of 
the organization that you so worthily rep- 
resent. The same applies to other Latin 
American countries represented here 
today since the case of Puerto Rico con- 
tinues to be the political trial by fire that 
allows the true independence of our Latin 
American a 


the United States. The Bolivarian Agenda, 
so honorably readopted in Guadalajara 
(Mexico's route to its independence) is 
today the reference point to protect the 
interests of our America in the new 
framework of international order. That 
new order will be corrupted if we do not 
take into consideration what Bolivar un- 
derstood around 1827 when he stated 
Without the independence of Cuba and 
Puerto Rico, Latin American indepen- 
dence will never be fully guaranteed. tt is 
within this framework and in total opposi- 
tion to the enslavement and destruction 
that took place in our continent, that the 
500 year celebration of the hispanic 
presence in our continent (as attempted 
next year), is seen asan insultto the Latin 
American heroes and martyrs, while in 
United States prisons and jails there are 
Puerto Rican political prisoners and Pris- 
oners of War. This is an unthinkable and 
shameful act. 

For the rest of the nations here rep- 
resented, the case of Puerto Rico is, at 
the same time, a critical test, where the 
Self respect and sovereignty of its na- 
tions will be put at stake, as will be the 
statutes and principles of Resolution 
1514(XV) and subsequent others. For 
these reasons and because of the dignity 
of our Latin American countries we fore- 
see that in this new international junc- 
ture, this honorable committee will carry 
outits responsibility, with the same deter- 
mination and intrepidity as we have to 
continue the struggle. 

José Martí, the Cuban apostle said 
that a just principle from the bottom of a 
cave, can do more than an army. This 
has been proven beyond all doubt, by a 
whole gamut of Puerto Rican political 
prisoners and Prisoners of War, that have 
transformed the imperial prisons into 
priceless trenches of struggle for their 
unredeemed nation. We would like to 
point out that, at this moment, in order to 
perpetuate its colonial power in Puerto 
Rico, the United States has 18 patriots 
incarcerated throughout its territory. 


These men and women, the majority 
of them anticolonial fighters and pro- 
independence activists, aresentto places 
far away from their families and commu- 
nities, or are exiled from Puerto Rico 
which constitutes a double and illegal 
punishment. For these patriots the pris- 
ons become a correlation of force, where 
the government not only criminalizes the 
struggle, but also imposes illegal and 
disproportionate sentences. These pris- 
oners are subjected to new and experi- 
mental ways of torture and oppression 
with the sole purpose of breaking their 
physical and emotional well-being. 

It is with this objective that United 
States prisons have been transformed 
into an essential political weapon, its 
primary function being to dissuade by 
means of exemplary punishment. These 
18 men and women have been subjected 
tophysicaland sexual aggressions, have 
been denied medical and hospital treat- 
ment, have been isolated, have been 
denied permission to share with critically 
ill family members and/or to attend their 
funerals. In summary, they are denied 
the most fundamental human rights and 
the minimal life conditions granted by the 
international community. Conditions 
which the United States demands from 
other countries, but has no scruples or 
qualms about squashing when dealing 
with Puerto Ricans. This continues to be 
the situation of the Puerto Rican Prison- 
ers of War: Edwin Cortés, Elizam 
Escobar, Ricardo Jiménez, Oscar López 
Rivera, Adolfo Matos, Dylcia Pagán, 
Alberto Rodríguez, Alicia Rodríguez, ida 
Luz Rodríguez, Luis Rosa, Alejandrina 
Torres, Carlos Alberto Torres and Carmen 
Valentín. 

n 


ty of all human beings and 
violates all principles of international law 
and are equally enforced upon our politi- 
cal prisoners: Haydeé Beltrán, Antonio 
Camacho Negrón, Juan Segarra Palmer, 
Norman Ramírez Talavera, and Roberto 
Josó Maldonado. 

To these atrocities, daily committed 
against our patriots, the United States 
government wants to condemn those 
accused in the August 30th (Wells Fargo) 
case: Elias Castro, Jorge Farinacci, 
Ivonne Meléndez, Isaac Camacho, Hilton 
Fernández Diamante and Orlando 
González Claudio. 

This same treatment awaits Filiberto 
Ojeda Ríos, Luis Colón Osorio, Norberto 
González Claudio, VictorGerena, Avelino 
González Claudio, Luis Rosado Ayala, 
and Roberto José Todd, if they are cap- 
tured. 

Out of respect for these compan- 
ions, our organization has joined efforts 
with dozens of other organizations in and 
out of our national territory to develop a 
vigorous campaign aimed at achieving 
the freedom of all of them in or before 
1992. 

While the already stated aggres- 
sions are taking place inside the jails and 
prisons in the United States, it is importnt 
to note that in Puerto Rico new names 
are continuously added to a list of over 
135,000 Puerto Ricans for whom the 
colonial regime has created a huge ille- 
gal file. Barely three weeks ago this 
endless practice was publicly admitted 
bythe colonial administration, in an effort 
to restrain access to jobs, economic and 
educational opportunities, as well as to 
harass and keep an eye on the indepen- 
dence advocates and militants. 

If this is not enough, a huge federal 
prison is under construction on Puerto 
Rican soil, which will only facilitate and 
strengthen the power of the intervening 
government over our society. A prison 
built for political dissidents, for union 
leaders who question and fight against 
federal labor law imposed and for those 


who, as individuals without political moti- 
vations, attempt against private U.S. 
property in our country. 

It is strange that the U.S. tries to 
establish two different penal levels on 
Puerto Rican soil, when they are the 
creators of the present decadent correc- 
tional system. We should point out that 
recently America's Watch (an entity 
which monitors respect for human rights 
on an international level) submitted a 
report that summarizes what has always 
been stated by different organizations in 
our country with respect to the gruesome 
conditions in which thousands of Puerto 
Ricans are locked up. These violations 
of humanrights of this population is closely 
tied to our colonial reality. 

This is so because in order to keep 
subordinate relations of a political, eco- 
nomic and military nature, and to keep. 
their economic presence and intefest, 
they have created a whole gamut of false 
expectations of well-being, 
depersonalized our society, and drugged 
it with alcohol and narcotics. As this 
violence, product of this decadent reality 
emerges, and permeates all our social 
realm, the United States, through the 
colonial government, aggravates the 
conditions in the prisons, so that they 
play an even more deplorable and dis- 
suasive role. 

Numbed and distracted from this 
daily violence, we are forced to keep 
away from our thoughts the serious and 
real causes of our ignominious situation. 

Barely ayear away from the celebra- 


tion of the 500 years of hispanic pres- 
ence in our continent, 11 years after the 
imprisonment of our prisoners of war, 93 
years after the invasion and occupation 
of our nation, 54 years after the Ponce 
Massacre, and 100 years after the birth 
of Pedro Albizu Campos, we strongly 
believe that in order for the boots of 
Bolivar to continue its freedom ride, for 
Martí's decorum to cover and dignity all 
the American continent, it is important 
that this honorable committee ponders 
upon: 

1.,A resolution that recognizes the 
inalienable right of the Puerto Rican na- 
tion to self-determination and indepen- 
dence; 

2. That this organization be more 
specific with regard to the unconditional 
release of our freedom fighters and that, 
sanctioned by the Resolutions of the 
Geneva Convention, Resolution 
1514(XV), Resolution 3103 and all oth- 
ers that condemn colonialism as a crime, 
demand the immediate release of our 
patriots. 

3. That, according to international 
law, the illegal judicial processes against 
the accused in Hartford (August 30th, 
Wells Fargo case ) be suspended. 

4. That all charges be withdrawn 
against the patriots who, in order to save 
their lives and their right to fight are 
underground or in exile, and 

5. The immediate end of all repres- 
sion in Puerto Rico by the colonial regime 
and the United States government. 





Billy Ocasio, Spokesperson 
Conference on The Puerto Rican 
Colonial Reality 


teachers and leaders. 


Mr. President and Distinguished Delegates, 


I come before you coy i a representative of The Conference 


Reality. | come here quoting nobody 
I come to you as a Puerto Rican- 


erican, or does such a term exist? A term the US would like for 





us to believe in, and a term that some of the people you heard from 
in the last two — are asking for because that's what they want to 
become. My definition of a Puerto Rican-American is what I call a 
Puerto Rican who grew up in the States, with a consciousness of 
what an American is, but no idea of what a Puerto Rican is. | have 
found that this is a direct result of the colonial status that the United 
States has placed on Puerto Rico, and because ofthis | have been 
cheated of who | am. 

The Puerto Rican culture has been americanized to a point 
where we can be called Puerto Rican-Americans by others. As a 
result, our history and our culture are not being passed on. In Puerto 
Rico a child is taught not Puerto Rican history, but American history 
and the American way of living; if this child is so lucky as to go on to 
conogo, then that's where he/she may learn our history and our 
culture. 

When we were taken as a US possession, we were made United 
States citizens under the words of Democracy and "liberty and 
justice for all”; but is it fair, that we as a people cannot determine our 
own destiny? In a land where Democracy is preached every minute 
of the day, is it fair, that this Democracy is preached to all, but not 
put into practice for all? 

Isit fair, that we are the fastest growing minority (and US citizens 
at that), yet on the educational ladder we do not exist. This is not by 
chance, but because the resources that shape America are not 
extended to its possessions. 

Itis by your definition that | call Puerto Rico a colony; and | join 
you in your resolution, when you called this Decade, the decade to 
end colonialism, and You, the U.N., put Puerto Rico on your list of 
colonized countries. It is at this point that ! would like to thank you 
for inviting me here to speak, for | come here to only serve as a 
reminder that the end of the decade is upon us and this situation 
must be resolved. 

All we are asking for is the right as a people, whether we are on 
theisland or here in the States, to be recognized as puertorriqueños, 
a people with a country and that this decision be one that we make: 
Puerto Rican-Americans or Puertorriqueños? 

You, the United Nations, must provide the way for this question 
to be asked. The decision, however, has to be ours and not one 
made by those who hold the lease on our country. 

In closing, | call to your attention three issues that must be 
discussed and resolved: 

1. The decolonization of Puerto Rico. 

2. Thatthe Puerto Ricans in the US and in Puerto Rico be able 
to determine their own destiny; and 

. 1 ask that this committee take note of the fact, that the 
organization | represent opposes the exclusion of the freeing of the 
Puerto Rican Political Prisoners and Prisoners of War, from the final 
draft of the resolution by Venezuela. 

And, yes, | believe in ind porone and I leave you as a 
Puertorriqueño... Puerto Rican-American or Puertorriqueños? We 
know the answer...Independence! 
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Rev. Michael Yasutake, Director 
Interfaith Prisoners 
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Mr. Chairperson and Distinguished 
Members of the Special Committee: 

lam S. Michael Yasutake, Direc- 
tor of the Prisoners of Conscience 
Project (POC), an interfaith organi- 
zation, sponsored by the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in 
the United States that includes some 
32 national Christian bodies (40 mil- 
lion Christians). The Prisoners of 
Conscience Project concentrates on 
human rights issues of political pris- 
oners in the US. We are in contact 
with over 100 political prisoners, and 
we monitor prisons in which they are 
incarcerated. Among these prison- 
ers are 18 Puerto Rican political pris- 
oners and Prisoners of War. JU ir- 
teen of them, in accordance with the 
Geneva Convention of 1949 and the 
Geneva Protocol of 1977, have de- 
clared themselves as Prisoners of 
War. We believe that these Puerto 
Rican political prisoners and Prison- 
ers of War are incarcerated for their 
political opposition to the colonial 
subjugation of Puerto Rico). Th 
come under our organization's defi- 
nition of "prisoners of conscience", 
imprisoned because of their political, 
religious or social beliefs, associa- 
tions and activities. 

Ina nationwide theological sum- 
mit of various national religious rep- 
i last summer, 






against political prisoners and 





science Project 


oners of War by the US and a recent 
United Church of Christ national 
Synod called for the granting of self 
determination to Puerto Rico. 

(The Prisoners of Conscience 
Project was one of the sponsors of 
the International Tribunal convened 
in New York City, December 7-10, 
1990). Composed of eight distin- 

juished international personalities, 
the International Tribunal, after ex- 
tensive hearings, called uponthe US 
to release all prisoners incarcerated 
for exercising their rights of self de- 
termination and in opposition to ille- 
gal practices by the under inter- 
national law. 

The "Permanent Peoples" Tri- 
bunal", similarly composed of inter- 
nationalrepresentatives and meeting 
in Barcelona, Spain in January, 1989, 
determined "that the US has àn inter- 
national duty to respect the right of 
Puerto Rico to its self determina- 
tion..." We submit that at present 
Puerto Rico is not free because of 
the colonial policy of the US.) 

There are certain common char- 
acteristics that confront Puerto Rican 

litical prisoners and Prisoners of 
ar: 

1. Although in reality, these 
Puerto Ricans were sentenced for 
their political beliefs, associations and 
activities, they were convicted as 
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one for political beliefs, associations 


Rev. Annie González, Pastor 
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Honorable Secretary and 
Committee: 

Icometo you today as a commu- 
nity activist and educator in the 
Humboldt Park/West Town area, a 
predominantly Puerto Rican district 
of Chicago, IL. | also come to you as 
an ordained elder of the Ünited 
Methodist Church of the Northern 
Illinois Conference. | presently serve 
the Northlake United Methodist 
Church in Northlake, IL. 

Weare close to entering 1992, a 
year when part of the world will cel- 
ebrate Columbus' "discovery" of 
America and another part will re- 
member the invasion of Columbus: 
the invasion of our land, the invasion 
that killed our people, the invasion 
that enslaved our people, the invasion 
thatabolishedourreligion and treated 
us as nonhuman people. We cannot 


thodist Church 


celebrate the arrival of Columbus 
because for us it is what started the 
colonization of our people. This 
colonization still exists today. Our 
country, Puerto Rico, has suffered 
498 years under colonization. Al- 
though this Decolonization Commit- 
tee of the United Nations has rec- 
ognized since 1972 that Puerto Rico 
is a colony of the United States and 
has declared this the decade to end 
colonialism, Puerto Rico still remains 
as a colony. 

18 of our people, women and 
men, whose only crime has been to 
advocate the cause of Puerto Rico's 
independence, have been tried un- 
justly, sentenced, jailed, and denied 
the ic human rights afforded to 
common prisoners. 13 of these 
Puerto Ricans have invoked the in- 
ternational law status of Prisoners of 





and activities. Yet, inthetrials, many 
of these Puerto Ricans were pros- 
ecuted for “seditious conspiracy", an 
inherently political charge. At the 
same time, any testimonies that as- 
sertthe rights of these Puerto Ricans 
to their political commitments and 
associations were routinely disal- 
lowed. Nor were appeals to interna- 
tional laws permitted. 

2. These prisoners are subjected 
to inhumanely long sentences. 
Among the 13 Puerto Rican prison- 
ers sentenced in Chicago, the sen- 
tences of some of them are Luis 
Rosa, 105 years; Carmen Valentin, 
98 years; 'deé Beltrán, life; and 
Elizam Escobar, 68 years. The aver- 
age sentence of these 13 prisoners 
is 71.6 years. In contrast, social 
prisoners, and other types of prison- 
ers convicted of similar or more seri- 
ous crimes receive substantially lower 
sentences or are not sent to prison at 


3. Political prisoners and Prison- 
ers of War receive unusually harsh 
treatments. They are reaver sub- 
jected to long periods of isolation as 
well as to physical and psychological 
abuses, including torture. They are 
almost always separated from their 
relatives and friends by being incar- 
cerated over long distances across 
the United States. They are under 
constant pressure, some subtle and 
others quite blatant, to change their 
beliefs and politics, with promises for 
relief should they "repent" their ways 
and submit names of other similar 
dissenters whom the government 
mie persecute. Two prisons where 

itical prisoners and Prisoners of 
ar have been and are being impris- 
oned, Marion penitentiary (Illinois) 
and Lexington High Security Unit 
(Kentucky), have been condemned 
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ment of Prisoners. US government 
officials give no credence to these 
Amnesty International Findings. 
We have evidence that these 
abuses are representative of many 
other serious violations of human 
rights perpetrated by the US on 
Puerto Ricans and others. When it 
allegds violations of human rights by 
other nations, the United States is 
quick to invoke international laws and 
appeal to the United Nations. Yet, in 
regard to its own nation, the US de- 
nies, what is so evident to us, that it 
holds political prisoners. In regard to 
Puerto Rico, this nation again denies 
that Puerto Rico is a colony of the 


Us. 

On behalf of many community 
and religious bodies in the United 
States, we wish to make some rec- 
ommendations to this distinguished 
Special Committee. We suggest: 

1. That the United Nations seek 
compliance to its past resolutions 
that could terminate the structureand 
element of colonial domination of 
Puerto Rico by the US; 

2. That the United Nations con- 
duct investigations into violations of 
human rights against Puerto Rican 
ei prisoners and Prisoners of 

far. The denial of the United States 
government could becontronted with 
evidence of its misconduct such as 
available from various organizations, 
and from direct testimonies of these 
prisoners. 

3. And finally that this Special 
Committee help to establish hear- 
ings forthese Puerto Rican prisoners 
by an impartial international body. 

As a faith organization, we are 
inclined to put more trust in an inter- 
national body of representatives from 
peoples of various nations and cul- 
tures, rather than in the justice sys- 









War taking refuge in the Geneva 
Convention of 1949 and the resulting 
Protocols adopted by this Unit 
Nations. 

As Christians we believe the 
colonial situation of Puerto Rico is 
illegal, dehumanizing, and immoral. 
Our Holy Scriptures nop us to un- 
derstand this. lt is clear in the 
scriptures that God is a God of lib- 
eration and justice and that God is on 
the side of the oppressed and the 
colonized. In the Old Testament we 
see very clearly that God was active 
and instrumental in the liberation of 
the Israelites from slavery and an 
unjust ruler and government. The 
New Testament is clear about what 
Jesus teaches about oppression: it 
must be stopped. 

As an ordained clergy | believe 
that our task is to | out about 
injustice and proclaim liberation to 
the captives. | believe that we must 
be involved inthe struggle for justice. 
Wecanno longer stand by and watch 
our people suffer under the oppres- 
sion of colonialism. The time is now 
to declare in the words of Moses: "Let 


our people go!" Our le must be 
givena chanceto make decisions for 
ourselves. We have suffered too 
long under colonialism. Let our 
people: 290. Wemust, ifwe understand 
the scriptures correctly, understand 
that the situation in Puerto Rico is 
unjust and immoral. The time is now 
to end this oppression. The time is 
now to let our people go. 

This Committee has the moral 
responsibility to insure that our pris- 
oners have their basic human rights. 
However, this Committee also has 
the moral responsibility to declare 
the immediate and unconditional re- 
lease of our prisoners. Peers 

io. We implore you, members of this 

mmittee, to hear our case and 
declare to the United States that 
Puerto Rico must be free. 

In light of the world's events, the 
fact that Puerto Rico is a colony is 
absurd and unjust. This Committee 
has the ability to hear our cry and 
make our cause known. We look 
forwardto a 1992 free of oppression, 
with no more colonies and the lib- 
eration of our prisoners and our 
people. Our people must go free! 





MLN Presentatio 


by triviality; it should not be the 
initiative of leaders to sell their 
homelandand dignity fortransitory 
economic advantages, it should 
not be that they give in to the 
empires, whether through fear or 
opportunism. 

We offer as means of analy- 
sis the case of Puerto Rico; 
American challenge to you all be- 
cause it is a reminder that military 
strength is worth more than any 
dialogue that this international 
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body aspires to tum into an in- 
strument for peace and progress. 

We must remember the past. 
For a long time, Americans have 
said that Puerto Ricans do not 
wantindependence. Who among 
you has heard such a thing and 
can say that there isn't a country 
wishing to be free. Or, that a 
slave wishes to continue being a 
slave? The differences between 
Puerto Ricans have not been 
about wanting to be free or not. 


But, rather how freedom is ob- 
tained and what its content will 
be. Thatis our right to debate. It 
is not proper to accept an argu- 
ment from the empire that main- 
tains a foot on the neck of the 
oppressed Puerto Rican people 
that itis us who do not wishto rise. 

We ask that this body take 
more firm steps than in the past, 
to make valid the dignity of the 
Puerto Rican people, dignity that 
is, by the same token, dignity for 


all humans on the face of the 
earth. These steps have taken 
place previously in regards to 
South Africa and other countries. 

If before us is the supreme 
Albizuista definition of "Yankee or 
Puerto Rican" then, before you, is 
the supreme definition of whether 
this is aninstrument of freedom or 
one more instrument to oppress 
the weak by the powerful. 
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E, la actualidad el mundo está lleno de cambios que son bien 
recibidos. En distintos paises alrededor del mundo, como por ejemplo en 
Sud Africa, grupos enteros de prisioneros políticos han sido finalmente 
puestos en libertad luego de años de continuas torturas y generalmente de 
encarcelamiento injusto. Todo aquel que se oponga al encarcelamiento por 
razones políticas acoge con placer que se abran las puertas de las celdas, 
puertas que nunca más deben volver a cerrarse. 

Presidente Bush, usted ha definido éstos y otros cambios como el inicio 
de un Nuevo Orden Mundial. Nosotros también estamos esperanzados. 
Excepto por la notoria excepción norteamericana al ejemplo dado por otros 
países. Actualmente existen dieciocho activistas políticos puertorriqueños 
presos que se consumen en cárceles y prisiones norteamericanas: 


88462-024 
88971-024 
88973-024 
92152-024 
88974-024 


Haydeé Beltrán 
Dylcia Pagán 

Ida Luz Rodríguez 
Alejandrina Torres 
Carmen Valentín 


Pleasanton, CA 
Pleasanton, CA 
Pleasanton, CA 
Pleasanton, CA 
Pleasanton, CA 


Edwin Cortés 
Ricardo Jiménez 
Alberto Rodríguez 


92153-024 
88967-024 
92150-024 


Lewisburg, PA 
Lewisburg, PA 
Lewisburg, PA 


Roberto José Maldonado 
Juan E. Segarra Palmer 
Carlos Alberto Torres 
Antonio Camacho Negrón 
Elizam Escobar 

Oscar López Rivera 
Adolfo Matos 

Norman Ramírez Talavera 
Alicia Rodriguez 

Luis Rosa 


03588-069 
15357-077 
88976-024 
03587-069 
88969-024 
87651-024 
88968-024 
03171-069 
NO7157 

NO2743 


Fort Worth, TX 
Marianna, FL 
Talladega, AL 
Bradford, PA 
El Reno, OK 
Marion, IL 
Lompoc, CA 
Tucson, AZ 
Dwight, IL 
Menard, IL 


En Marion, al igual que en otras instituciones federales, se ven forzados 
a sobrevivir bajo las más crueles de las circunstancias, unas circunstancias 
que, de haberlas generado Mikail Gorbachev, hubieran producido instantánea 
y justificada indignación en los EU. 

Nosotros artistas, músicos, compositores, cineastas, investigadores 
sociales, escritores y muchos otros miembros de la comunidad puertorriqueña, 
apoiamos a tod para ay poroa ea hedad lon RO toos y 





Puerto Ricoa su auto-delerminación ¢ e independencia;s se anges a pormbic 
A ign EE 1991, 
i El sinónimo do poses ee TAAN Así fue como el Congresista Fred 
Crawford definió la condición política de Puerto Rico en 1950. Y asi mismo 
fue como el Senador Paul Simon designó a Puerto Rico en 1990. Le 
instamos a que libere a los dieciocho hombres y mujeres puertorriqueños 
que luchan para liberar a su pais de un colonialismo que, junto con el 
encarcelamiento injusto, deben ser ajenos al Nuevo Orden Mundial que 





José R. Alicea, Artista 

Laura Albizu Meneses, Esp. en 
Derechos Humanos 

Harry E. Alemán Crespo, Arqueólogo 
Ernesto Alvarez, Catedrático 

Silvia Alvarez, Catedrática 

Ubel Anglada, Músico 

Daniel Alitio, Músico 

Elena Ayala, Poeta 

Belén A. Barbosa, Catedrática y 
Abogada 

María T. Blanco Stahl, Geógrafa 

Eric Borcherdin, Fotógrafo 

Rafael Bernabé, Investigador 
Manuel B. Caballero, Abogado 
Carlos Canales, Dramaturgo 

José Luis Caraballo, Artista Gráfico 
Antonio Carrión, Pintor 

Félix Carrión, Músico 

Andrés Castro Ríos, Maestro y Poeta 
Isabel G. Cintrón, Ayudante de 
investigación 

Rafael Colón Morales, Artista 

Edwin S. Colón Zayas, Músico 
Felipe Colón Zayas, Músico 

Félix Córdova Iturregui, Catedrático 
José F. Córdova Iturregui, Catedrático 
Epifania Cruz, Artista 

Ariel Cuevas, Actor, Presidente 
Compañía Cimarrón 

Edwin Cuevas, Asistente escenógrafo 
Liliana Cruz, Directora y Profesora 
Toatral 

Rubén Dávila, Sociólogo 

Jesús Delgado Burgos, Maestro 
Pedro Denizard, Actor 

Rubén del Pilar, Catedrático 


Edwin Díaz, Enmarcador 

José Echevarría, Catedrático y 
Abogado 

José M. Escoda, Escritor 

Aileen Estrada Fernández, Catedrática 
Isidro Fernández, Trovador 

Ronald Fernández, Catedrático y 
Escritor 

Piri Fernández de Lewis, Profesora y 
Dramaturga 

Dante Ferrer, Músico 

Isabel Freire de Matos, Escritora 
Brunilda García, Directora Compañía 
Cimarrón 

Pablo M. García Rodríguez, 
Catedrático y Abogado 

Carmen Gautier Mayoral, Catedrática 
Millie Gil, Periodista 

Beauregard González, Catedrático 
Administración Pública 

Carmen L. González, Catedrática 
Raúl Guadalupe de Jesús, Poeta 
José Manual Guzmán Torres, 
Catedrático 

Nancy J. Herzig, Catedrática 

Carlos Irizzary, Artista 

Ingrid Jiménez, Artista 

Eric Landrón, Poeta 

José E. Lausell, Catedrático 

Cruz Ma. López, Investigador Social 
Eddie López, Músico 

Edgardo López, Catedrático y Escritor 
Luis M. López Santiago, Músico 
Marcos A. López, Catedrático 
Antonio Maldonado, Pintor 

Edgardo Maldonado, Músico 

Raúl A. Maldonado, Músico 


todos anhelamos alcanzar. 


Pablo Marcano García, Pintor 
José A. Martí, Poeta 

Carlos A. Martínez, Músico 

Iris Martínez, Actriz de Teatro y 
Productora 

Roberto Matos, Artista 
Francisco Matos Paoli, Escritor 
Jesús M. Maisonet, Cantante 
Rvdo. P. Pablo Maysonet Marrero, 
Sacerdote 

Arturo Meléndez, Catedrático 
José Luis Méndez, Sociólogo 
Rosa Meneses Albizu Campos, 


Abogada 

Dolores Miranda, Psicóloga 

Luis Nieves Falcón, Sociólogo y 
Escritor 

Vale Otomie, Psicóloga Clínica 
Nieves Padilla de García, Catedrática 
Awilda Palau, Catedrática 

Angel Luis Pérez, Músico 
Marisocorro Pérez, Actriz 

Alejandro Pérez Rojas, Maestro 
Saúl Pratts Ponce de León, 
Catedrático 

Carlos Quiles, Poeta 

Angel Quintero Rivera, Sociólogo 
Magaly Quiñones, Poeta 

María Isabel Quiñones, Antropóloga 
Jorge Ramos Caro, Periodista 
Roberto Ramos Perea, Dramaturgo 
Rafael Ramírez, Antropólogo 

Jorge C. Reyes, Músico 

Juan Carlos Ríos Pérez, Abogado 
Denis Mario Rivera, Artista 

José A. Rivera, Músico 

José Antonio Rivera Colón, Director 


Grupo Mapeyé 

Pedro Rivera Toledo, Mósico 
Sandra Rodríguez Beauchamp, 
Investigadora 

Jorge Rodríguez Beruff, Catedrático 
Vicente Rodríguez Nietzche, Poeta 
Tito Rolón, Trovador 

lvette Rosado, Artista 

Marisa Rosado, Escritora 

Efraín Rosado Pagán, Müsico 

Hna. Rosario Rodríguez, Religiosa 
Trabajadora Social 

Pedro Juan Róa, Catedrático 

Marta Sánchez Olmeda, Catedrática 
Juan Saéz Burgos, Abogado y Poeta 
Coquí Santaliz, Periodista y Poeta 
Flora Santiago, Directora Grupo Taoné 
Jalil Sued Badillo, Historiador 
Hanna Toro, Actriz Compañía 
Cimarrón 

Ramonita Toro, Profesora de Teatro 
Francisco Torres Rivera, Psicólogo 
Social 

Manuel Torres, Músico 

J.A. Torres Zayas, Psicólogo Social 
Wenceslao Serra, Editor y Poeta 
Juan S. Vázquez, Actor Compañía 
Cimarrón 

Jesús Vera lrizarry, Periodista 
Silvia Viera, Catedrática y Linguista 
Miguel Angel Vilches, Artesano 
Gilberto Villegas, Músico 

Isabelo Zenón, Catedrático 
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TODOS PA’ 
WASHINGTON, DC! 


Día Internacional de Solidaridad con 
La Independencia de Puerto Rico 
y con los 


Patriotas Puertorriqueños Encarcelados 


12 de Octubre, 1991 
12:00 p.m. 


¿POR QUE VAMOS A WASHINGTON 
EL 12 DE OCTUBRE? 


__ © porque el 12 de octubre es la fecha que 
marca el inicio de la conquista europea de las 
américas y el principio del colonialismo; 


* porque han transcurrido 499 anos y Puerto 
poner à 


> i —— € Seam 
* porque desde 1898 Puerto Rico es colonia - 
de los Estados Unidos; 


de Puertorriqueños las cárceles de 
los EU. 


*Reafirmar el Derecho de Puerto Rico A Su 
Autodeterminación e Independencia. 


Y A DEMANDAR: ; 
* La Excarcelación Inmediata de los 
Prisioneros Políticos y de Guerra 
Puertorriquefios 


* El Cese de los procedimientos judiciales e 
ilegales Contra los Patriotas Puertorriqueños 
en Hartford, Connecticut 


* El Asilo para los Patriotas Puertorriqueños 
en el clandestinaje y/o en el exilio. 


ADEMÁS...  - 
*Seentregaránlas peticiones firmadas por miles 
de personas exigiendo la excarcelación de 
nuestros patriotas 


Transportación $60.00 por asiento. Partiendo a las 
6:00 PM el viernes, 11 de octubre, 1991 del 
Centro Cultural Puertorriqueño, 

1671 N. Claremont, Chicago, IL. 

Para más información, llame: 312/278-6706 
o 312/342-8023. 

Lista parcial de auspiciadores: Comité Nacional Pro- 
Libertad de los Prisioneros de Guerra y Prisioneros 
Politicos Puertorriqueños, Free Puerto Rico Commit- 
tee, Movimiento de Liberacion Nacional, Interfaith 

Prisoners of Conscience Project. 
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